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To.the people of Virginia. 
NO. IL. 


; , | 

The résohition of the senate, regrestinga respectfu 
conference with the president upon the nomination of 
Mr. Russell and his refusal : 


In the course of the deliberations on the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Russell, on the 14th of June last, the 
senate came to the following resolution : 

“ Monday, June 14.—Tlie senate resumed the con- 
dideration of the nomination of Jorathan Russell, 
together with the motion submitted thereon by Mr. 
Wells, on the 11th inst. and the motion was amended 
and agreed to as follows : 

“ Resolved, That the nomination of Jonathan Rus- 
sell, and the motion of Mr. Goldsberough on the 
subject, together, with the message of the president 
of the United States of the 7th inst. with the com- 
munications therein mentioned, be referred to a 
commrittee with instruction respectfully to confer 
with the president of the United States upon the 
subject of the said nomination and report thereon. 

“ Ordered, That Mr. Wells, Mr. Giles, and Mr. 
King be the committee.” 435° 

I shall purposely overlook all the incidents, which 
took place directly between the president, and the 
committee thus appointed, from this date, till the 
6th of July following, when the message of the pre- 


that after the most deliberate attention to the reason 
ing of the president in favor of the position he had 
taken, I am not able toacknowledge its convictions 
It is contained in his message of the 6th of July; 
commencing ih the following words : 

“ Tuesday, July 6.~-The following written messagd 
was received from the president of the United States, 
by Mr. Graham: ou & 

“ To thé senate of the’ United States. 

“T have received from the committee appointed by 
tre resolution of the sefhate of the 14th day of June; 
a copy of that resolution which authorises the com- 
mittee to confer with the president en the subject of 


the nomination made by him of a minister ptenipos 


tertiary to Sweden. 
“Conceiving it to be my duty to decline the pre< 





posed confererice with the committee; and it being? 
uncertain when it may be convenient to explain to 
the committee, and through them to the senate, the 
grounds of my so doing, I think it proper to ade 
dress the explanation directly to the senate. With- 
out entering into a general review of tlic relations in 
which the constifution has placed the several de 
partments of the government to each others it will 
suffice to remark, that the executive and senate, in 
the cases of appointments to office and of treaties, 


are to be considered independent and co-ordinate’ 


with each other. Hf they agree, the appointments 
or treaties are made. If the senate disagree they falls 


sident declining the proposed conference, was laid|{f the senate wish mformation previous to their firial 


before the senate, because, although those incidents 
might give rise to some commentaries, which might 
be captivating to some minds, yet they probably 
would be of an unpleasant nature, and if even real 
advantages in the argument might be derived from 
them, I should cheerfully dispense with, rather 
than risk the hazard of intentionally wounding 


the president’s feelings. It is my sole object, to) 


place this subject upon its own intrinsic merits ; 
detached from all incidental considerations. 
Whether it should ultimately be coriceived by the 
public, that this resolution ef the senate was 
founded on correct principles, or not, I presume 
every impartial mind must admit, that if such a pros 
cceding could be justified on any occasion, it was on 
the one, which induced the senate to resort to it. 
The extraordinary dilemma, whichthat body was 
placed in, beine called upon to act upon a general 
intimation of unexplained considerations, inducing 
4 measure in its opinions, deeply affecting the honor 
and the interests of the nation, the solicitude natu- 
rally felt by it, to act understandingly on the subject, 
and the sense of the high responsibility attached to 
every senator in case of acting erroneously thereon, 
furnished the strongest motives to the senate to re- 
quest of the president a frank disclosure of his real 
Objectson the occasion, and respectfully to confer 
With him thereupon. Without entering into an af- 
firmative exposition of the principles, upon which I 
presume, the senate deemed itself justified in adopt- 
ing the resolution ; [ shall proceed respectfully to ex- 
amine the grounds upon which the president felt 
himself bound to decline the proposed conference al- 
together ; ard the replies to them, will sufficiently 
elucidate the views, [entertain of the subject. 

ra TL cannot help expressing a painful regret, 

"ow. ¥. 











decision, the practice, keeping in view the constitu 


tional relation of thie senate and executive, has been’ 


either to request the executive to furnish it, or refer’ 
the subject to a committee of their body to communi- 
cate, either formally or informally; with the head of 
the proper department. The appointment of acom- 
mittee of the senate to,confer immediately with the 
exeeutive himself, appears to lose sight of the co-or- 
dinate relation between the executive and the senate, 
which the constitution has established; and which 
ought therefore to be maintained.” 

It is here to be remarked, that the president does 
not evén intimate that there is any express constitu® 
tional inhibition ; of a respectful conference, be- 
tween the senate itself; or between a committee acts 
ing on the part of the senate; and the executive up~ 
on subjects of their concurrent jurisdiction ; but in* 
fers its impropriety from the consideration, that 
** the executive, and seriate in cases of appointments 
to office, and treaties; are to be corisidered indepene 
dent, and co-ordinate with each other,” and after 
pointing out correctly the ustial cotirse of proeeeds 
ing of the senate on ordinarv occasions concludes : 

“The appointment of a committee of the senaté 
to confer immediately with the executive himself, 
appears to lose sight of the co-ordinate rekation he- 
tween the executive and the senate, which the con- 
stitution has established, and which ougit therefore 
to be maintained.” 

It seems to me a sufficient reply to the reasoning 
of the president, which conducts him to this result, 
to observe, that the recital of the tisual course of 
proceedings by the senate on ordinary occasions, afs 
fords no reason why some otver course should fot be 
resorted to, on extraordinary occasions. The truth 


is, that the course of proceeding im the senate, upon 
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nominations, is variable, suited to the varying cir- 
citmstances of the case, and always intended to atel 
tain the means necessary and proper, to enable it to 
att understandingly on each. But the principle, upon 
which the pres.dent’s inference finatly places jis 
obligation to decline the proposed conference is, 
that the executive and senate are in certain respects,’ 
eo ordinate, and thence substantially draws the in- 
ference, that to confer with a committee of the se- 
late would be derogatory to the executive character. 
It is, as faras I am able to judge, this quality of co- 
ordination between the two departmetits, which 
alone can justify the principle of their freely con 
fering together. If this quality would not justify 
guch a proceeding, it is admitted nothing can. If, 
instead of being co-ordinate with, the senate were 
subordinate to the executive, then there would not 
anly be an obvious impropriety, but perhaps some 
scrupulous minds, might fancy that there would be 
some degree of impertinence in asking a conference. 
A conference, or as it is sometimes Called, a free con- 
ference, takes place only amongst equals; a difter- 
e:1! course of proceeding, and phraseology, is «pplied 
to subordinates. In the one case, a respec: ful con- 
ference is requesied; this is the language of one 
egiaito another, bo\h being equally independent of 
ech other. In the other, a communication is direcied. | 
This is the language of a superior, to a subordinate. 
If the executive and senate be co-ordinate, then 
the request of a respectful conference on the part of | 
the senate, cannot, as it appears to me, offend aginst) 
tlie dignity of the executive; nor do I see how it! 
ean in the. remotest degree, impair any other of its) 
constitutional prerogatives. The president seems’ 
not sufficiently to have appreciated the disiimction, | 
between a conference, and a call for information, al- 
though the distinction seems obvious. The first re- 
quires a comparison, and interchange of opinions. 
"Fhe other, a statement of facts. Facts are, or in 
ather words, information is not only often called for, 
but directed by either house of congress, from the 
heads of departments. But a conference, or in other, 
Words, an interchange of opinions, from the heads! 
of departments is never requested by either house) 
of congress. If opinions from the heads of depart- 
ments should be called for, they are deliberaied up- 
on by the house calling for them; but no opinions of | 
the house are interchanged for them. The president 
certainly upon his own principle, must have over- 
looked’this distinction, when he permitted his secre- 
tary of state to propose in his stead, to confer with 
a committee of the senate. It certainly did not oc- 
eur to him, that in the contemplation of the consti- 
turtion, his secretary was not co-ordinate, con cordina- 
tus, together inorder, with the senate—but swbordi- 
nate, sub-ordinatus, under in order, or he never could 
have authorised. him to confer with a committee of 
the senate, which was clothed as I shall presentl, 
attempt to shew, guo ud hoc, with all the attributes 
of the senate itself. Nor do I conceive, that the 
presidenthas been more fortunate in aiding his con- 
vlusions, by his illustrations, upon the principle of 
analogy, with the p-oceedings of the two houses of 
congress in relation to their conferences upon disa- 
greeing votes between them. The illustrations are 
contained in the following extract from his message : 
“ The relation between the senate and. house of 
representatives, in whom legislative power is con- 
curently vested, is sufficiently analogous to illustrate 











dinate body itself, but with a committee of that be- 
dy. And although both branches of the legislature 
inay be too numerous to hold conveniently a confer- 
ence with committees, were they to be appointed by 
either to confer with the entire body of the other, it 
may be fairly presumed that if the whole number of 
either branch were not too large for the purpase, the 
objection to such a conference, being against the 


principle as derogatory from the co-ordinate rela- 


tions of the two houses, would retain all its force.” 

‘The reasoning of the president drawn from this 
alleged analogy, is somewhat remarkable. It come: 
mences with an effort, to establish a distinction be- 
tween a conference conducted on the part of each 
house through the medium of committees, as he 
without his usual attention to critical correctness, 
calls them, and a conference, conducted directly be- 
tween the two houses in their entire character, and 
founds this distinction upon the suggestion, that 
“the invariable practice of each in appointing com- 
mittees of conference and consultation, is, to com- 
mission them to confer not with the co-ordinate body 
itself, but a committee of that body.” Ido not know 
that either branch of congress gives to its conferces, 
commissions specifying the precise tribunal with 
Which each is to confer ; but in fact from a principle 
of convenience, and ree:procal equality the conferees 
do confer with each other, but expressly and practi- 
cally on the part of their respective houses: These 
conferees are not properly and sirictly speaking com- 
mittees at all, nor are they so called in the journals of 
either house, but managers on the part of the hawses 
respectively. ‘The want of a critical attention to this 
distinction may haye been the cause of an error on 
the part of the president on this pomt, if indeed, it 
should be conceived, he has unintentionally fallen in- 
to one. The objectof this arrangement, is, that the 
managers onthe part of each. house, may make or re- 
ceive propositions for compromising, or in any way 
«djusting the disagreeing vote of the two houses, 
subject in every case to the final contrel of the entire 
bodies of the two houses themselves; and the ma- 
nagers at the conference, ave for these purposes in- 
vested with the attributes of the entire houses, and 
completely so far, identified with them—and_ so 
scrupulously attentive, are the two houses compo- 
sing the general assembly of Virginia to the identi- 
fication of each, with its managers ut a conference, 
that during the sitting of the conferees, to the best 
of my recollection, all business is suspended by both 
houses. The due understanding of this point is so im- 
portant, to the due estimation of the distinction up- 
on which the president founds his refusal of the pro- 
posed conference on the part of the senate, that I 
beg to introduce a full journal of the two houses of 
congress in a particular case of a conference upon 
the disagreeing votes of the two houses at the last 
session. It is as follows: 

“July 27, 1813.—The senate proceeded to consider. 
the amendments disagreed to by the house of repre- 
sentatives to the bill, entitled ‘an act laying duties. 
on licenses to retailers of wines, spirituous liquors, 
and foreign merchandize.’ 

*° On motion, “, 

“ fesolved, That they insist.on their amendmenté 
and ask a conference 6n the disagreeing votes of the 
two houses. 

“ Ordered, That Mr. King, Mr. Worthington and. 
Mr. Giles, be the managers at the said conference om 





that between the executive and senate in making ap- 
pointments and treatics.- The two liouses are in like 
manner independent of and. co-ordinate with each 
other; ayd the imvariable practice of.each in ap- 
pointing committees of conference and consultation 


the part of the senate. 

‘* Ordered, That the secretary notify the house of: 
representatives accordingly, 

July 28, 1813.—The house proceeded to. consider 
the message from the senate insisting on certain of 





is to commission them te confer not with the co-or- 


their amendments disagreed to by this house, to the 
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sill “laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines, practice: he then makes a presttmption from this 
spirituous liquors and foreign merchandize :’ where-|supposed imaginary case, and then draws his con- 


upon, 
“ Resolved, That this house doth insist on thei 


clusion from some supposed analogy, to that pre< 
r|sumption. Even the blind partiality of the presi- 


disagreement to the said amendments, and agree|dent’s most devoted friends must admit, that this is 
to the conference requested by the senate upon thejrather a theoretical and ingenious mode of reason 
subject matter thereof, and that Mr. Bibb, Mr. Tay-|ifg, than a practical and conclusive one. if the se- 
lov and Mr. Roberts be appointed managers at the|nate can transfer all its attributes to a part of its 


same on the part of this house. 


own body for certain ineohate purposes, as I believe 


“ They also insist on their disagreement to the) it can, and often does, then would that part, for 


amendments of the senate to the bill, entitled ‘A: 
act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines 


1| those purposes possessing all the attributes of the 
,| whole body, be co-ordinate with the senate itself 3 


spirituous liquors and foreign merchandize.” They} and of course, so far co-ordinate with the executive. 
agree to the conference proposed on the subject, and} This appears to have been the opinion of the presi- 


have appointed managers on their part. 








isagreed to. 
“ Whereupon, 


accordingly. 


dent himself, when on another occasion he observed 


“ July 29, 1813.—Mr. King, from the managers on} in reply to the chairman of another committee, ap- 
ithe part of the senate at the conference on the bill, en-| pointed to confer with him, that he «id not consi- 
titled “An act laying duties on licenses to retailers| der the authority given to the committee by the re- 
of wines,spirituous liquorsand foreign merchandize,”| Solution, such as would authorise them to call on 
reported certain modifications of the amendments} him in their official character ; but if they Were spe- 


cially instructed by the senate, he would freely receive 
them, and appomt a time for that purpose ; special 


“ Resolved, That the senate concur in the report) instructions in that.ease were accordingly given by 
pf the conferences, angl that the bill be amendedjthe senate to the committee. 


Why this distinction 
between the mere appeintment of a committee, and spe- 


July 30, 1813.—A message from the house of} cial instructions under that appoihtment, unless it 


epresentatives, by Mr. Magruder, their clerk : 


was upon the principle, that the senate possessed 


“ Mr. President—The house of representatives agree| the faculty of transpiring its powers, to its commit- 


the modification of the amendments of the senate, to 
he bill, entitled **An act laying duties on licenses to 
etailers of wines, spirituous liquors and foreign mer- 
handize;” as reported by the managers at the con- 
rence on the said bill.” 
From an attentive perusal of these journals it 
ust appear, that a conference upon a disagreeing 
ote, is considered to be essentially carried on be- 
een the two houses themselves, but conducted 
rough the medium of managers on the part of each, 
erely for the sake of convenience. If then, the 
nate can transfer all its powers for particular ob- 
cls to managers or committees, the distinction be- 
Veen a conference with the senate itself and its 
mmittee acting: in its place and stead upon the 
und of derogation from executive dignity, ap- 
Fars to me, to be rather fanciful, than solid. It 
ill not escape attention, that whilst the president 
) where expressly admits, the right of the senate 
ask a conference with the executive in a body ; 
t it is clearly inferable from the principle of analo- 
| Detween the two houses of congress, which he 
lies upon as the standard and rule of his conduct ; 
if that be admitted, it certainly exempts the 
nate from the uncharitable imputation, thrown 
unst it by certain sapient observers, of a design 
~ mode of proceeding to trench upon the exe- 
ve Prim For if that were the object, the 
. ody of the senate would surely possess a 
overawing influence over the president than a 
Apap of the same body. But after the presi- 
: es es that he has established the distinc- 
| web the senate and its committee, pursuing 
iv of. at _ ones between the two 
‘And sbilssteh be csv at Se aaa : 
y be too mane ranches of the legisiature 
© With erous to hold conveniently a confer- 
either tare were they to be appointed 
nay he Ae er with the entire body of the other, 
of either b y presumed that if the whole num- 
€r branch were not too large for the pur- 
~ a objection to such a conference, being 
ate relntane fan as derogatory from the co-or- 
“tho Sof the two houses, would retain all 
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every observer, that to enable the 
at this conclusion, he puts a suppo- 
ch could scarcely ever ha 








tees for certain purposes. But whether this pre- 
sumption be fairly drawn in theory or not, the true 
reply to this course of reasoning, I conceive to be 

that the practice of conducting business between 

the two houses of congress by managers or confer- 

ences upon disagreeing votes between them, is found- 

ed altogether upon principles of utility and conve- 

nience. Its ebject is, to facilitate the public busi- 

ness, by harmonizing their proceedings ; and if the 

suppositious case could really exist, and mutual 

convenience could be produced by it, 1 presume, 

whatever presumption might be drawn from it i 

theory, that in practice, the want of co-ordmation 

on the part of a committee then invested with pow- 

‘ers, would not long be deemed a sufficient consi- 

Ideration, to defeat arrangements founded altogether 

in mutual convenience, and practical utility. 

The presumption therefore, drawn from the ima- 

ginary theoretical case, seems to be more than ques~ 

tionable. But there is another defect, and a very 

material one as it appears to me, in the president’s 

final conclusion . 

It conists in the essential difference in the organ- 

ization of the tribunals supposed to be analogous. 

Each house of eongress consists of uumbers. The 

executive, of a single individual. {t would be mani- 

festly inconvenient from that circumstance for @ 

committee to confer with either house collectively ; 

but it would be entirely convewient for it to confer 

with the executive, consisting of a single individual. 

This difference is fully illustrated, in the extent to 

which the president carried this principle of analo- 

ey, in authorising his secretary of state, to personify 

the executive in confering with a committee of the 

senate appointed to confer with the executive au- 

thority itself. Whereas, according to the constitu- 

tion, the secretary does not possess one atom of ex- 
ecutive authority; nor does the president possess’ 
the power to-invest him with one, the office want- 
ing the co-ordination with the chief executive aus 
thority of the nation, essential to such a purpose ; 
but a committee of the senate does participate in the 
character, and powers of the senate, and for cer- 
tain incohate purposes may be invested with its 
| whole powers, and of course would not be wanting 
in respect to co-ordination with the executive. Nor 
do I see, how the executive from its indivisibility, - 
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proceedings of either house of congress ; and it is, pare the connection, established by this clause of the 
ev ient that, from this dissimilarity in its org.niza-| constitution, between the executive and principal 
tion, from its physical incapacity, it cannot in this {officers of departments, and that, by another Clause, 
respect conform te the proceedings of either. The |be: ween the executive and the senate. 


secreiary of state personifyimg the executive, for 


By the same section and article, this power is giv. 


the purpose of conferrmg, would be analogous to/en to the executive—“ He shall have power, by and 
the secretary of the senate personifying that body | with the advice and consent of the senate, to make 
for the same purpose ; each being in the contempla-| treaties, provided two-thirds of the senators present 
tion of the constitution, subordinate, the mere|concur, and he shall nominate, by and with the 
serine to the tribunal, to which he belongs, and in-|adv:ce and consent of the senate, shal/ appoint an- 
capa le of parucipating in its powers, or attributes. | bassadors, other public ministers, and consuls, judg. 
T...s exposition shows, the uncertainty of iheoreu-|es of the supreme court, and all other officers of the 
cal results, when drawn irom pracical dissimilari-| Uuited States, whose appointments are not herein 
ties. This also leads me to consider the character |otherwise provided for, and which’shall be establish- 
of the transaction in relation to its suggested en-jed by law.” In tliese respects the most emphatic! 


¢roachment on the executive authority. 


terms are used to establish the concurrent jurisdic 


It should be recollected, that the executive, in|tion between the executive and senate. The presi. 
relation to the senate, upon the subjects of treaties, |dent shall nominate, and by and with the advice and 
and appointments to office, is the active originating | consent of the senate, shall appoint, &c. &c. 


power. The senate, the passive, preveniive power. 


Tie term “advice,” is as emphatical an one, 3 


The executive therefore presents to ihe considera-|could be used to mike the senate the constitutiond 
tion of the senate all original objects. The senate | tridnnal of advice to the executive, upon all subjects 
May give, or deny them acuuvity. But in the case /to which it relates. But the senate is not only to 
of denial, the power of the senate, is at an end.—| advise the executive in these respects, its consents 
It has no objects. It can originate no substitute —!ty be given to certain executive acts. Consent im. 
‘The obvious effect of a conference between them, plies the exercise of will; and the exercise of will 
therefore, would be, to give the executive che ad-| involves the consequences of responsibility. The 
vantage, of superadding to the views of the senate, pliin language of the constitution to each senator, i 
lis own considerations, in favor of hisown policy or this, you are not only to advise the president, but 
objects, which if left to ihe cleliberations of the se-| you are to give your own consent to his acts ; and or 
nate unaided, might be overlooked or not compre- therefore to be as responsible for them to the naiion, 8 
hended. It would certainly give him the advantage |himself. The relations thus established, -re, ot 
of his own reasoning, in favor of his own objects, ought to be, of the most intimate, and confiden'd 
without any disadvantage, which presents itself to nature, and in my judgment, it would conduce vey 
my mind ;—whereas the senate, could have no reci-| much the due exercise of these powers, to-agree up 
procal advantage, possessing no reciprocal originat-|on some mode by which an interchange of op.ra 
ing power. It certainly subjects the senate to an ad-! between the executive and senate, might be hai# 
ditional executive influence, without any counter-|some intermediate stage of its deliberations pot 
vailing influence on its part. The idle imputation jexecutive propositions and before its final decisis" 
of an intended encroachment, thus appears to be| The sen. te devised the mode on its part, of investitg 
utterly unfounded ; unless indeed, the ethics of}4 committee of its own body with all its power 








certain fashionable moralists, should be received, as 
orthodox ; always to impute a bad motive, to a good 


* To relieve the appreeensions of many well disy” 


action, in disrespect to the evangelical rules of the|sed people, for the safety of the executive authority 
old school, to regard the infirmities of our natures, |in consequence of an attempt on the part of thes 


with so much charity and tenderness, as always to|nate, to advise or interchange opinions with the pr 
presume a good motive, for even a questionable ac-|sident, through the medium of a committee, up 
subjects of concurrent jurisdiction only at some 
Hitherto this subject has been examined upon the|termediate stage of the deliberations, and before the 
principle of analogy drawn from the proceedings of| final act, of the senate, they are respectfully infor 
the two houses of congress. These without any/ed, that when the federal government first went "9 
constitutional provisions on the subject, are founded | operation, the concurrent jurisdiction establishes 
solely upon voluntary arrangements between them|the constitution between the executive and s 1" 
for mutual convenience, and have been found ex-|upon the subject of nominations to office, was det 
tremely beneficial in practice. It appears to me, that|ed by general Washington to be of so intimate (# 
Some similar course of proceedings, between the ex-|racter, that he always attended the senate in pers” 


tion. 


ecutive and senate upon all points ot concurrent juris- 
diction, but none others, if not enjoined, is at least 
yecommen:led from theintimate connection establish- 
ed between them bs the constitution. In the 2nd 
section of the 2nd article of that instrument, the 
following power amongst others is given to the ex- 
ecutive. “He, (to wit, the presilent) may require 
the gpinion, in writing, of the principal officer in} 
each bf the executive departments, upon any subject 
relating to the dutics of the respective offices.” Upon 
this agthority it is said the executive has formed a 
e.bingt of consultation and advice of the heads of de 
partments,.upon all points of gener.l policy ; and 





without confining each to his opinion in writing upon'tof that kind 


any subject relating to the duties of his particular of 




















when deliberating upon that subject, to hear its 
nions and receive its advice at all st»ges of its 
berutions. An unlucky incident induced him (0! 
cline his personal attendance, in the senate theres af 
and by letter addressed to the senate he stated » 
reasons of his determination in that respect, 1 do” 
at this time recollect the contents of those reas" 
but 1 presume they had relation to the inicide 
which induced the conduct. They, I believe, 
no relstion either to the want of co-ordination, "" 
prchensions of encrovchments upon the exect 
authority. Nor does the present president “ 
scend to place his refusal wpon any apprehent 
that 1.ea is certainly a mere ° 

thoucht of officious friends; which T am gure 
wo ud disclaim! Many inconveniences attende 








fice. ‘Yhis has been done by every president, I be 


eve, without any scruples upon the principle ot a! 


want of co-ordination. I do not mean te question the 
propriety of this proceeding ; my object is to com- 


F 
first practice of being always present at ed 
‘nation of every nommation, from which, t 
mode pointed outy would be entirely exemp™ 
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_and after requesting a respectful conference with the; tions of war. Two thousand of the Ohio militia are 
executive, authorising it, to act on its part, at that|/now on duty in the service of the United States, and 


conference. ‘The president has deemed it his duty: 


ire stationed ai forts St. Mury’s, Amanda, Jennings, 


to decline this overture, and thus to deny all inter-! Winchester, M‘Arthur, Findlay, Meigs, Upper S.n-_ 
mediate interchange of opinion with the sen:te upon|dusky, Lower Sandusky and Portage, within tne 
executive propositions; and to receive its advice,| bounds of the stat«, and at Detroit, in Michigan. 


only by its final act. It is scarcely peer to avo:d 
attaching to this act, an air of de 


The splendid and auspicious victory on lake Ericee 


ince, unfr en i'y] the capture of a British force in a contiguous s«cvion 


in its tendency to that reciprocal confidence, and co-| of Upper Canada—the dispersion of many savages, 
operation between the two tribunals, w‘iich the pub-jand the conclusion of an armistice with others as 
lic interests seem imperiously to require. The pre-|precursory to peace, afford « brighter prospect in the 
sident, as an independent department of the govern-| western horizon, heretofore beclouded with disxp- 
ment, had an uuquestionable right sto decline the|pointment and disasier. 


overture, and having, as I verily believe, with the 


‘These successes promise greater exemption from 


urest motives, laid down the rule of his own con- the cruelties of the infuriate savagé and his inhuman 
uct, it will doubtless, be cheerfully and I hope,| instigator ;—yielding a degree of relief from those 
with unabated confidence, and good will acquiesced] apprehensions which have been truly afflicting to 
in by the senate during the remaining part of hisad-|our frontier inhabitants. An extinguishment of a 


ministration. 
manent rule of proceeding between the two tribunals 
in all future times. ButI have vet to learn the cor- 
rectness of the principle upon which the refusal was 
founded, and I have also yet to iearn, that the «xe- 
cutive authority of the nation will be impraved by it. 
‘ WM. B. GILES. 
Wigwam, October 23, 1813. 








Legislature of Ohio. 


GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen of the senate 
and house of representatives, 


Perhups too, it will become the per-|considerable portion of Indian title ‘o lands lying 


within the bounds of the state may soon be exp: cted; 
and under the act of congress “to authorize the pre- 
sident of the United States to ascertain and designace 
certain boundaries” it is hoped that the western and 
northern boundaries af the state may, at an early sea- 
son, be demarked and established; and that a re- 
tarded emigration will redouble its pace to our 
healthy climate and faithful soil. : 

The fifty-third section of the militia law, pro- 
viding for the assessment of fines for neglecting or 
refusing to march on tows of duty, has received va- 
rious and contradictory constructions by the militia 
boards of enquiry; the merits or demerits of the 


delinquent in regard to neglect or refus#], seem in 


many instances not to have been considered—but the 


Convened at a period interesting to your constitu-|highest possible penalties have been adjudged. It 
ents, and delegated to the discharge of the most im-j will be perceived, that such decisions must press 
portant duties ; you may find in the general he:!th| heavily on those whose circumstances are unprospere 
and fruitfulness of the last season, ample cause for|ous or unfortunate—and that a more uniform rule 
congratulation and motives of gratitude to the Great]ought to be prescribed, while shielding from too 


Dispenser of every good gift. 


much rigor, should guard against a too great relaxa- 


The United States have not been so fortunate as|tion of the principle of duty. 


to be exempted from the calamities of war, which 
for a long time has convulsed and continues to agi- 
tate the nations of the old world. 

War, though ever to be deprecated, is not the 
greatest of evils; and when compared to national 
abasement, and the degradation of independence, ap- 
pears less obnoxious, and when founded on justice, 
a conduct, to support and invigorate it, becomes a 
luty, 

Compelled to this justifiable resort for the main- 
tenance of our rights, essential to the sovereignty of 
the nation, and which cannot be abandoned without 
their sacrifice, peace must be redeemed by the 
sword. In the progress of the American arms, be- 
Nevolence has added honor to victory ; wanton seve- 
rities, cruel depredations, and remorseless ferocities 
have stained the banners of the enemy with a crim- 
soned inhumanity. Regretful indeed as are these 
considerations to a peace-loving nation, there are ne- 
vertheless consolations to be found in the justice 
of our cause, in the prosecution of the war, as well 
as the inevitable urgency of the occasion. 

Since the last session of the general assembly, ur- 
Sent requisitions have been made on me by the com- 
manding general of the 8th United States military 
district, for the aid of the militia of Ohio. Upon 
every call to arms the militia have marched with a 
prompt and cheerful alacrity, conducted with a com- 
mendable subordination, and acquired no inconsider- 
able degree of improvement in good order and dis- 
cipline; and although unable to reach a retiring 
enemy, the troops were of essential service to the 
north west army, by furnishing large transportations 


The major-general of the third division of militia, 
having accepted a military appointment in the srmy 


of the United States, resigned his commission from 


ihe state. The major-general of the second divi- 
sion has also accepted a similar appointment, but 
has not formally and in writing resigned his militia 
commission. I consider both offices as vacant—and. 
for the purpose of a more complete organization, 
desire that those vacancies may be eorly supplied ; 


together with that of quarter-master-general of the ’ 


second division. The resolution of the general as- 
sembly respecting the mounting and equipping ar- 
tillery, has been complied with. During the last and 
the present year, several articles of property were 
advanced by individuals and others impressed for 
military purposes; it will be proper to provide the 
means of compensation for those articles. 

To facilitate the payment of Ohio militia in the 
service of the United States, I recommend the im- 
mediate creation of the office, and making the ap- 
pointment of paymaster-general of the militia of Ohio, 
through whose hands all monies for militia psy, 
which shall be received from the pay master-yeneral 
of the armies of the U, States, shall pass to the re- 
gimental paymaster—conforming in his duties to the 
regulations of the United States as they may be pre- 
scribed, The great delays and d:fficulties which 
have occured in the payment of the militia, have 
almost precluded a compensation for their services. 
Should such officer be appointed, Fcan instantly fur- 
nish him with the public regulations, laws, forms 
and instructions on the subject of his cuty. 

An account of the disbursement of monies drawn 





and escorts of its provisions, artillery, and munis! 
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from the treasury, by authority of tae law “to pro- 


[35 
ee ed 


ar. 


eta Pee z- 
60 eee, ee ee 


= 


RE 


8 eS ARES. 


te. = 3 
lag od 


” Se 


ce fee 


ce 


Fee 





SSeS 


a 


Roa | 


a a ee 


er <% $s Ken 
ee oe ee 
ee ee 
e ad ~~ -» 


ire + SARS 


— 


: phe eee 
oy — ‘ = 
ee 


Mt 


nag. 


a ene ae 





TT 


as 





(294 





THE WEEKLY REGISTER--SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 1814. 








vide blankets for the Ohio militia then in the service 
of the United States,” and of the act amendatory 
thereto; and an account of sums drawn from the 
contingent fund, will soon be presented for your 
examination, 

‘For the maintaining a regularity of accountship 
between the auditor’s and treasurer’s offices, no mo- 
nies (it is considered) should be drawn from the 
treasury except through the auditor’s office.—The 
drawing of monies from the treasury under the last 
mentioned acts, exemplifies the necessity of an ad- 
herence to that principle, and the departure from 
which in the above case will require the correction 
of a law, It will renew to the legislature the intima- 
tion given on a former occasion, that there ought 
upon principle to be an examining check on the 
treasury department. 

Conformzble to a resolution passed the last ses- 
sion, “relative to the jurisdictional right of the state 
of Ohio over the Ohio river ;” ¥ have transmitted 
copies thereof to the executive authorities of Virgi- 
nia and Kentucky ; to these communications no an- 
awer has been received, but have been inofficially 
informed that the legislatures of those states had 
entered on their consideration but had not come to 
a decision. 

It is a satisfaction to inform you, that the univer- 
sity of Ohio established at Athens, is in an improv- 
ing condition, increasing in reputation and utility— 
but with regret I learn that the progress of the 
Miami University has been retarded beyond public 
and private expectation. Whether radical defects 
exist in the mode of the disposal of its lands, or an 
jnjudicious neglect in the management of its con- 
cerns, is meriting your investigation, 

A list of vacancies which have occurred and ex- 
ecutive appointments made, is presented. Some 
vacancies will require an early supply, as the times 


said act, provided the state shall pay its quota by 
either of the days specified in the section next pre- 
ceding. The ability of the state, to advance its 
quota, to me appears uhquestionably competent. 
You will by the auditor’s report, perceive, that there 
is how in, and shortly will be accruing to the state 
‘treasury, a surplus of monies beyond the ordinary 
exigencies of the state, If the subject shall be con- 
sidéred, it will require an early attention. 

By the act of the United Siates “laying duties on 
sales at ayction of merchundize, and of ships and ves. 
se(s,” duties are payable to the United States. By a 
reference to that act it will appear necessary that 
‘you should provide, by law, for the appointment of 
licence of auctioneers. The laws of the United 
States which are quoted, will be furnished the ge. 
neral assembly. 

The stute penitentiary will (doubtless) be com. 
pleted by the time of the next annual meeting of the 
legislature ; and before its destined and appropriate 
use can be beneficial, our criminal code must under- 
go a prudent revision, adapted to the nature and ex- 
tent of punishment by labor and confinement ; and 
a system of police prison regulations established. 

In making such revisal, and forming such regula- 
tions, a resort will be had to experience and sys- 
tems of other states, for the obtaining of informa- 
tion. It may be for you to decide if it might not 
be useful that suitable persons should be authorised 
to prepare such revision and police regulations du- 
ring the recess and to present them to the next. ses- 
sion of the legislature for examination, 

The globe, at this period, exhibits the singular. 
spectacle of but one nation (self-governed by the 
voice and will of free citizens) contending amid the 
storms of a tempestuous political world, for those 
rights which Ged and nature has bestowed. __ 

In the belligerent condition of our coyntry it be-- 





of holding some of the courts of common.pleas are |hoves att invested with magistracy, command or 


near. 


The increasing number of counties and townships, | 


may require an enlarged distribution of the laws. 
Ta consequence of several former laws relating to 

taxes on lands, a variety of papers and documents 

have been depasiied, and yet remain in offices of the 


legislation, to discharge with prudence, energy and 
fortitude, their various allotments of duty, _ 

Yo you, gentlemen, is assigned the province ef 
preserving morals, by providing for the correction 
of crimes, by making salutary reforms and useful 
improvements of the laws ; of encouraging arts of 


clerks of the original counties—sueh papers and/general and domestic manufacture ; of patronising. 


documents should, by a law to be passed, be trans-, 


ferred to the possession of the clerks of the county 
commissioners, of those counties in which the lands 
lye, and to which such papers and documents re- 
spectively relate. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to turn your attention to 
a subject of superior importance : 

The act of the United States, “to lay and collect a 
rect tax in the United States,” passed the 2d day of 
August, 1815, apportions the quota of the state of 
Ohio at one hundred and four thousand, one hundred 
and fifty dojlars and fourteen cents. The seventh 
sgction of the act provides, that where a state pays 
its quota inio the treasury of the United States be- 
fore the tenth day of February next, such state 
shall be entitled toa deduction of fifteen per cen- 
tum; or if paid before the tenth day of May next, 
to adeduction of ten per centum. 

Many reasons, both of state economy and general 
policy, might be presented in fayor of the expedien- 
cy of availing the state of the benefits derivable from 
the proposition. I will however but remark, that 
in addition to the value of the deduction proffered 
in the 7th section of the law, will be the amount of 
taxes imposable on lands purchased under any law of 
the United States, in a just and equal proportion of 
the state’s quota of the direct tax ;—which lands 
have heretofore been exempt from taxation, though 


| 


that education, which, while it enlightens the un- 
derstanding, corrects the heart ; and of countenanc- 
ing areligion replete with benignity and consolation. 

I have thus suggested a few objects for your con- 
sideration ; your equal information and knowledge 
will furnish you with many others of a bencficial 
nature. 

Though dear to us are our institutions, there are 
duties (important and precious) to be performed in 
our federative relations. Unitea by principle—in- 
structed by historic example, and fortified by our 
own experience, a supreme attachment to the inte- 
erity of the union deserves to be cultivated with 
fervid devotion. Notwithstanding there may be a 
hostile few who with an unhallowed hand, would 
separate the columns and demolish the edifice of 
our hberties. 

The unity of political sentiment which generally 
pervades the state, is a source of satisfaction; and 
to promote a concord, as happy for the citizen as 
salutary for the public, will be a pleasing duty to the 
representatives of free constituents, who discard- 
ing the distinctive appellations of party, should be 
proud of the name of AMERICAN, widely 

With the heritage of freedom a constitution and. 
laws as liberal as can comport with the happiness 0+ 
man and his protection, before us,—we should be 
unworthy of their enjoyment, and un rateful for 





wow rendered liable by the cighth section of the afore- 


the beneficent bons, were we not to aid ip the. prg 
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‘on of their purity to the extent of every ra-| And after debate, on motion, by Mr. Giles, orderéd, 
pnt pee physical ability: * jihat the bill be re-committed to the original ¢ mn 
To the hope of an useful result to your legisla- mittee pri consider and report on the four | 
tive labors, to which I will at all times give, with} “ction thereo RG Mr ne 
cheerfulness, every official aid—I will add the Pi Wednesday, December 15.—Mr. Aridersan in the 
lication, that He who can check the ruging of the;ohI ic, andere agabatoaiiba ta atiiiek, tial 
athen, oid quiet the tumults of nations, would give Mr. Bibb, from the committee metas i 
wisdom to our counsellors, strength to our armies,| ‘OMS to whom are recommitted the bill Jay ing 
and overshadow our beloved country with the win,s -ibargo on all ships and vessels in the ports nt 





. harbors of the United States, reported amendmen 
of hig paptection, RETURN J. MEIGS. |to the fourth section—and the bill and amendment 
Chilicothe, Dec. 7, 1813 ; were considered as in committee of the iAvapeit e 
oa oe ee | the bill having been further amendecl, the amend- 
: — ments were agreed to. | 


aa | 1 On motion, by Mr. Brown, to expunge from SEC» 
Denator ial Setecnge. 2, line 3, the words “goods, wares, merchandize, 


. 1 ;? 
Thursday, December 9, 1813,—Fhe following con- ah taney be ‘ 


; , It was determined in the negative, yeas 9, nays 25, 
fidential message was received from the president) .¢ fo)Jows : 
of thé United States, by Mr. Coles, nb secretary. YE S.—Meses. Brown, Daggett; Dana, Fromentin, Goré, 
T ni “1 to the house of re-| King. Mason, Smith, Wells.—9. es 
[The anEee canal tenn og ' Revister 7) NAYS.— Messrs. Anderso:, Bibb, of Geo. Bledsoe, Brent, Cam = 
presentatives.—See page Of the steguster. hell, Chace, Gaillard, German, Gils, Gilman, Goldshordugh, 
The message was read. Horsey, Howell, Hunter, Lacock, Lambert, Leib, Morrow, Robins 
On motion, ordered, that it be referred to the |sen, Stone, Tait, se bk Varnum, Worthington—25. 
committee this day appointed on so much of the} 0” motion by Mr. Mason. to amend the amend- 
messawe of the president of the United States as ment to the first section of the bill, by inserting th 
telates to our foreign relations, with leave to report | following words, ‘and with the goods, wares an¢ 
thereon by bill or otherwise. mca Lary oy athagr ose and pepe! 
Monday, Dec. 13.—Mr. Bibb, of Georgia, from the pin fe to e ‘shin ps yee beatae 54 x step Y rt 
cominittee appointed the 9th instant on this subjeci, Pa sve Wks 48. n ; 46 = f coe. a pe Aree? 
eh ' a, ae ,jj{ mative, yeas 18, nays 16, xs fo ¥ : 
reported wet aed " bill lay ng an embargo er all YEAS.—Messrs. Anderson, Daggett, Dana, Fromentin, German, 
ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the! Gij\s. Gilman. Goklshorough. Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lame 
United States, which was in part read. bert, Leib, Mason, Smith, Stour and W- is. F 
A confidential message was. received from the NAYS.— Messrs. Bibb ot Georgia, Bledsoe, Brent, Brown, Camp= 


. 4 . bell, Chace, Gaillar!, Howell, Lacock, Morrow, Robinson, Tait, 
house of representatives, by Mr. Grundy and Mr. Tay lor, Turner, Varnum and Worthington. ‘ / 


Lewis, two of their members : And Mr. Anderson reported the bill to the senate 
Mr. President—The house of representatives have}. mended. 
passed a bill (in confidence) “laying an embargo on| Qn motion, to agree to the report of the commit. 
all ships and vessels in the ports and harbors of the |tee io strike out the fourth section, for the purpose 
United States,” in which they request the concur-| of inserting the following after ‘enacted 2? 
rence of the senate. And they withdrew. | “That the president of the United States may 
The bill last mentioned was read; and ‘au horise the collectors of the customs (when in his 
Qn motion, by Mr. Bibb, it was agreed to suspend opinion it can be done without danger of the em- 
the twelfth rule for conducting business in the se-|burgo being violated, and under such limitations as 
nate, so far as relates to the second reading of the|he may deem expedient) to grant permission to ves- 
bill at this time ; sels or boats whose employment has uniformly been 
And the bill was read the second time. confined to the navigation of bays, sounds, rivers, 
On motion by Mr. Bibb, ordered, that it be re-'or lakes within the jurisdiction of the U. States, or 
ferred to the committee appointed on the 9th inst | he territories thereof, to take on board at any time 
on so much of the message of the president of the! such articles of domestic or foreign growth, as may 
Cnited Siates as relates to our foreign relations, to be designated in such permission, bond with one or 
consider and report thereon. (more sufficient sureties being previously giyen to 
On motion, by Mr. Giles, ordered, that the bill'the United States by the owner, or owners, con- 
this day reported by the committee last mentioned, |signees, or factors of such vessel or boat, and by 
e recommitted to the original committee, to con- | the master thereof, in an amount equal to three hun- 
sider and report thereon. dred dollars for each ton of the said vessel or boat, 
_Mr. Bibb, from the committee on foreign rela-|that such vessel or boat shall not, during the time 
tions, reported the bill from the house of represen-||imited in the condition of the bond, depart from, 
tatives with amendments; which were read. any district of the United States, without having 
A motion was made by Mr. Smith, that the bill|previously obtained a clearance, nor until the mas- 
and amendments be confidentially printed for the|ter or commander shall have delivered to the col- 
use of tlie senate; and | \lector or surveyor of the port of departure a mani- 
On motion by’Mr. Campbell, the question was fest of the whole cargo on board; that the said’ ves- 
divided ; and it was agreed that the amendments to! sel or boat shall not, during the time «bovemention- 
the bill as reported by the comthittee be confiden-|ed, proceed to any port or place than that mention-, 
tially printed for the use of ‘the senate. ed in her clearance, nor put any article on board of, 
; Tuesday, December 14.—The senate resumed, as juny vessel or boat, or be employed in any foreigni, 
in Committee of the whole, the consideration of the |irade ; and that on every voyage or trip, the whole. 
bill, laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in jof the cargo shall be landed ina port or place of the 
the ports and harbors of the United States, toge-! United States, or the territories thereof, within the 
ther with the amendments reported thereto by the bays, sounds, rivers, or lakes to which the naviga-. 

















Select committee—and Mr. Anderson was requested |tion of such vessel is confined. And the burthen of. 

proof of the landing the whole of any stich cargo* 
within the bay, sounds, rivers, or lakes to which 
ithe navigation of such yessel or boat is confined, or 





to take the chair. 


bea the amendments were amended and 
adopte: i . 
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in the port or place mentioned ir her elearance, shall, 
‘in case of any suit or prosecution instituted on such 


bond for a breach of the conditions thereof, lie up- 


‘on the owner or owners, consignees or factors of 
puch vessel or boat, or the master thereof, as the 
case may be. Provided, such prosecution or suit 
be instituted within two years after such breach shall 
have been committed.” 

' A division of the question was called for by Mr. 


’ Horsey. And on the question to strike out the 


fourth section, 
. . 2 bd °o 

It was determined in the affirmative, yeas 33 
ay 1. ' 

Mr. Dana voted in the negative. 

Qn the question to insert the substitute reported 
‘by the select committee ; it was determined in the 
affirmative, yeas 26, nays 8, as follows : 

YEAS—~Messrs. Anderson, Bibb,of Geo. Bledsoe, Brent, Brown, 
Campbell, Chace, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Goldsborough, 
Howell, King, Lacock, Lambert, Leib, Morrow, Robinsen, Smith, 
Stone, ait, Taylor, Turner, Varnum, Wells and Worthington—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Dagget, Dana, Germau, Gilinan, Gore, Hursey, 
Hunter and Mason—8, 

On the question to agree tq the report of the com- 


mittee, and strike out the seventh section, as fol- 
jow: 
' Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the owner 
or owners of all vessels licensed for fisheries, or 
those bound on a whaling voyage, and haying no 
other cargo than necessary sea stores, salt and the 
usual fishing tackle and apparel, shall give a yew: 
ral bond in four times the value of the vessel and 
cargo, that they will not, during the cgntinuance of 
this act, proceed to any foreign port or place, and 
wil return with their fishing fare to some port or 
place within the United States.” 

It was determined in the negative, yeas 13, nays 


21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, of Geo, Brent, Campbell, 
Chase, Gaillard, Howell, Lacock, Morruw, Robinson, Stgue, Tur- 
mer and Worthiagtovu—13, 

NAYS—Messrs. Bledsoe, Brown, Dana, Dagget, Fromentin, 
German, Giles, Gilman, Gol]dsborough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, 
King, Lambert, Leib, Mason, Smith, ‘[git, Taylyr, Varnum aud 
Wells—: e : 


Qn motion by Mr. Dana, to strike out of section 
10, the words “carts, waggons, sleighs, or any 
ether carriage, or in any manner apparently on their 
way towards the territories of a foreign nation, or 
the vicinity thereof, or” 

It was determined in the negative, yeas 8, nays 
35, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Dagget, Dana, Goldshorough, Gore, Hunter, 
King, Mason, Welis—s. 

' NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, of Geo. Brent, Brown, Camp- 
bell, Chase, Fronentin, Gaillard, German, Giles, Gilman, Hor- 
ey, Howell, Lacgck, Lambert, Leib, Morrow, Robinsun, Smith, 
stone, Tait, Taylor, Turner, Varaum, Worthington—25,. 

On. motion by Mr. Dagget, to expunye from the 
ist section the words— 

“And that the president be aytthorised to give 
such instructions to the officers of the revenue, and 
of the navy, ad af the private armed vessels and 
revenue cutters of the United States, as shall ap- 
pear best adapted fur carrying ile same into full 
effect ;” ! 

It was determined in the negative. 

Qn motion by Mr. Dana, to strike out of section 
42, the words—~ 

The illegal departure of any ship or vessel, or 
of detaining, taking possessiqgn of and keeping in 
custody any ship or vessel, or of taking into custo- 
dy and guarding any specie, goods, wares, mer- 
chandize, produce or provisions, apd also for the 
purpose of preventing.” 

It was determined in the negative, yeas 11, nays 
22, as foliows : 

- YEAS—Messrs. Nagget, Dana, German, Gokdsborough, Gore, 
Horsey, Hunter, King, Lainbeit, Mason, Wells—11. 

_ NAY¥S—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, of Geo, Bledsoe, Brent, Brown, 
Campbell, Chase, Gaillard, Giles, Gilmav, Howell, Laguck, Leib, 





Morrow, Robinson, Smith, Stone, 
num, Worthington—22. : 
On motion by Mr. Mason, to strike out the 6th 
section—~[as inserted in page 274] | 
It was determined in the negative, yeas 12, nays 
22—as follows: Ay 
YEAS.—Messrs. Dagect, Dana, German, Gilman, Goldsborough, 
Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Wells. 
NAYS.—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb of Georgia, Bledsoe, Brent, 


Tait, Taylor, Turner, Var. 


Brown, Campbell, Chase, Fromentin, Gaillard, Howell 
Lacock, Leib, Morrow, Robinson, Smith, Stone, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, Varnum, Worthington, A 


On motion, by Mr. Mason, to amend the amend- 
ment to the first section by inserting the following 
words ; 

“Or any vessels licensed for the fisheries or those 
bound on a whaling voyage and having no other 
curgo than necessary sea-stores, salt and the usual 
fishing tackling and apparel ;” 

It was determined jn the negative, ‘yeas 12, ngys 
22—as follows: 

YEAS,—Messrs. Dagget, Dana, German, Gilman, Goldsborough, 
Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, Mason, Wells. 

NAYS.~Messrs. Anderson, Bibb of Georgia, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Brown, Campbell, Chase, Fromentin, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, 
Lacock, Leib, Morrow, Robinson, Sinjth, Stove, Tait, Taylor, 
Turner, Varnum, Worthington. 

On the question—ffshall the bill be read a third 
time as amended ?”? : 

It was determined in the affirmative, yeas 20, 
nays 14——as follows : 

YEAS.—Messrs. Anderson, Bb of Georgia, Bledsoe, Brent, 
Camphelj, Chase, Gaillard, Giles, Howell, Lacock, Leib, Morrow, 
Robinson, Sinjth, Stone, Tait, Taylor, ‘Turner, Varnuin, Worth; 
mngton,. ° 

NAYS.—Messrs. Brown, Dagget, Dana, Fromentin, German, 
Gilinan, Goldsbuyough, Gore, Horsey, Hunter, King, Lambert, 
Mason, Wells. ‘ 

Thursday, December 16.—Mr. Fromentin, from 


the committee, reported the amendment to the bill, 
entitled ‘fan act laying an embargo on ail ships and 
vessels in the ports and harbors of the United 
States,” correctly engrossed ; and the bill was read 
the third time as amended, 

On the question, ‘shall the bill pass as amended?” 

It was determined in the affirmative, yeas 20, 
nays 14--the same as on the third reading of the bill 
as amended. 

So it was Resolved, That the said bill do pass with 
amendments. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bibb of Georgia and Mr. 
Bledsoe be a committee to carry the said bill to the 
house of representatives. 

friday, December 17.—Mr. Bibb, from the com- 
mittee appointed to carry a confidential message to 
the house of representatives, reported, that they had 
performed that service. 








Proceedings of Congress. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

-Vanday, December 20.—Mr. Ingersoll, from the 
committee to whom was referred the petition of the 
neg 9 and directors of the Chesapeake and Pe- 
aware Canal lean made a report, which was 
read, and Mr. Ingersoli afterwards reported a bill to 
authorise the secretary of the treasury in behalf of 
the United States, ta subscribe fuy seven hundred 
and fifty shares in the capital stock of the said com- 
pany, which was twice read -and committed to a 
committee of the whole house, 

On motion of Mr. Burwell, ' 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of autho- 
rising the president to provide an additional number 
of armed vessels for the public service, to carry not 
less than 16 guns nor more than 22; with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Seybert, 

ficsolved, That a committee be appointed to en: 
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quire into the present condition and distribuuon of 
the flags, standards and colors, which have been 


taken by the forces of the United States from their}: 


enemies; and whether it would be expedient to 
make any provision in relation to them; with leave 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the expediency of making adequate and 
permanent provision for-the support of all officers, 
soldiers and marines, who have fallen or shall fall 
in the military or naval service of the United States, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The report of the committee of elections on the 
petition of Isaac Williams, jun. of New-York, con- 
testing the election of John M. Bowers, the sitting 
member, which concluded with the resolve that the 
former was entitled to the seat held by the latter, 
was considered, and unanimously concurred in. 


Mr. Cooper offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire and report what provisions 
ought to be made for the payment of the expences of 
the militia called out under the authority of any of 
the state or territorial governnients, for the defence 
of the country against the incursions of the enemy, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise, 

The preceding resolution was, after some desul- 
tory discussion, referred to ths committee for re- 
vising the militia laws, instead of as proposed. 


Mr. Pickens, after making a few prefatory re- 
marks, submitted the following joint resolution, 
which was read, referred to a committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United-States of America in congress ussembiled, 
two-thirds of both houses concurring therein, ‘That the 
following amendment to the constitution of the 
Uniied States bg proposed to the legislatures of the 
several states, which, when ratified by the legisla- 
tures of three-fourths of said states, shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes as a part of the said con- 
stitution. 

The electors of president and vice-president of 
the United States shall be chosen by districts ; and 
for that purpose each state shall be divided by its 
legislature into a numper of districts equal to the 
number of electors to which the state may be en- 
titled. Each district shall contain as nearly as may 
be, equal numbers, which shall be determined by 
adding to the whole number of free persons, in- 
cluding those bound to service for a term of years 
and excluding indians not taxed three-fifths of all 
other persons. In each district the persons qualified 
tg vote for representatives in the congress of the 
United States shall choose one elector, ‘The legisla- 
ture of each state shall have power to regulate the 
manner of holding elections and making returns of 
the electors chesen by the people. In case all the 
electors should not meet at the time and place ap- 
pointed for giving their votes, a majority of the 
electors met shall have power, and forthwith shall 
proceed, to supply the vacancy. The districts for 
choosing electors of president and vice-president of 
the United States, shall not be altered in any state 
until an enumeration and an apportionment of repre- 
sentatives shall be made subsequent to a division of 
the state into districts, The diitaion of the state 


into districts shall take place as soon as conveniently 
may be, after this amendment shall become a part of 
the constitution of the United States and succes- 
sively afterwards whenever a new enumeration and 
appointment of representatives shall be made. 


tions had been laid before the house—Mr. Lovett 
submitted the following resolutions : 
Resolved, That tie president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this house, if 
in his opinion it will not be. inconsistent with the 
public welfare, all the evidence in his possession 
relative to the commencement, progress, and pre- 
sent state of the system.of retaliation, upon prison- 
ers of war, to which the governments of the United 
States and Great Britain have lately resorted. Also, 
that the president of the United States will cause to 
be laid before this house, the names of those prison- 
ers of war who have been sent as criminals to Eng- 
land for trial. Also, evidence when and where those 
prisoners were captured; at what time they emi- 
grated from the British dominions to the United 
States; when and in what manner they had incorpo- 
rated themselves into. our political society ; also, 
whether any or all-of the said prisoners haye been 
naturalized agreeably to the laws of the United 
States; and when, and where, and all other evi- 
dence which may serve to shew and define the na- 
tional character of the said prisoners of war. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be luid before this house, if, 
in his opinion, it be not inconsistent with the.public 
weliare, any documents, papers, evidence or infor- 
mation, tending to shew that naturalized subjects of 
Great Britain are, by her, employed in war, against 
their native country ; and that they are, by her, pro- 
tected from punishment, either by means of retali- 
ation or otherwise, when taken by their native 
counirymen in arms against them, or in arms. in- 
vading their territories. . 

Resolved, Vhat the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this house, 
if in his opinion it be not inconsistent with the pub- 
lic weltare, such evidence as he may have in his 
possession relative to the orders, regulations and 
proclamations, which, since the commencement of 
the present war, have been issued and promulgated 
in the provinces of Canada, by the governor-general 
of those provinces, or any other officer or agent of 
the British government relative to the state, condi 
tion, rights, and duues of the native citizens of the 
United Statcs residing in those provinces; also the 


number of such native citizens of the United States, 


as have, during the present war, borne arms against 
the United States, within their limits, and what is 
the present situation of such citizens. 

‘Tne resolutions were read, and on motion of Mr. 
Macon, ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


Wednesday, December 22 and Thursday the 23a.—. 


Nothing important proposed or transacted. 

Friday, December 24.—On motion of Mr. Inger- 
soll, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of altering 
the judicial system of the United States. 

Resolved also, That the same committee be, in- 
structed to enquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the more effectual punishment of 
crimes against the United States; and that they have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

A proposition to adjourn until Monday, the 3d of 
January, on the ground that the several cominittees 
would not be able to report before that time, was 
discussed and negatived 99 to 46. 

Monday, December 27.—Nothing important trans- 
acted. 

‘T'uesday, December 28—The speaker laid before 
the house the memorial of Alexander Smyth, 
late inspector-general of the army of the United 
States, stating the motives which had induced him 





LFuesday, December 2l.—After several proposj- 


to abanden his profession and enter the military 
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service of his country ; stating his surprize at being lant naval officers, a statement of facts was apreedl 
ousted from service without cause, by ubolition of upon by the counsel, which is substintially as tule 





his office ; offering to prove his conduct whilst in 
office to have been free from censure ; and praying 
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lows : 
In the autumn of 1812, commo:lore Det are com, 


to be reinstated in the rank in the army which he|}manded the United States’ frigate United States, 


recently held. 
The memorial having been read— 
Mr. Nelson of Va. moved its reference to the mi- 


litary committee; but on suggestion of Mr. Troup 
of Georgia, varied his motion so as to refer it to the |par: ment. 


secretary of war; which reference was agreed to. 

Mr. Hanson, after some prefatory remarks, sub- 
mitted the following resolutions—— 

Resolved, That the president be, and he is hereby 
requested to communicate to this house any infor- 
mation in his possession, and which it may not be 
improper to divulge, in relation to the omission or 
refusal of the French government to accredit the 
minister plenipotentiary sent by the United States 
to that court, or of his reception, if accredited, and 
of the progress of his negociation. 

Resolved, That the president be, and he is hereby 
requested to cause to be laid before this house, any 
correspondence with or communication in writing 
from, the late minister of France, resident at Washi- 
ington, on or about the 14th of June, 1809, or suise- 
quently witht his successor, Mr. Serrurier, prescrib- 
ing or declaring the terms andconditions upon which 
their sovereign would consent toe treat of aniity and 
commerce with the United States, if any such cor- 
respondence or communication be in the possession 
of the executive, and if none such be in the posses- 
sion of the executive, that the president be and he 
is hereby requested to inform this house, unless the 

ublic interest forbid such disclosure, whether there 
er not been such a correspondence or communica- 
tion, which was withdrawn from the archives of the 
department of state, and if so, when and how the 
game was so. withdrawn. 

{The first resolution sufficiently explains itself; 
the recor.t refers to “T'urreaw’s leiter,” see page 37. 
The house agreed, 125 to 21, to consider the reso- 
lutions, and they were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr, Eppes stated his willingness that the conduct of 
government should have the fullest examination ; 
for “ it possessed no secrets with the people.” 
saith that Mr. Crawford had been received in France, 
and as far recognized as he could be, in the absence 
of theemperor; and declared that no such letter as 
deseribed in the 2ad resolution now was, or ever had 
been, on the files of the secretary of state. Mr. 
I{anson pledged himself to prove that such a letter 
had been written, and that it was withdrawn on “‘soli- 
citation,” but not until Mr, Jackson had been dismiss- 
ed, &c. Asitis probable these resolutions will be 
adopted, we shall have to record the facts that trans- 
pire, and, may be, have room for some of the speecli- 
es of the members.] 

Wednesday, December 29.—Many petitions were 
read and referred, but nothing important done. The 
house is yet chiefly occupied in preparing business. 
Among the petitions we notice the following: 

Mr. King, of N.C. presented the petition of sundry 
persons in North-Carolina, praying the aid of the 
government in opening an inland navigation, to con- 
nect the waters of Chesapeake bay with the river St. 
Mary’s in the state of Georgia. Referred-to the com- 
mittee on inland navigation. 

EEE 


Naval Law Case. 


CIRCUIT COURT—OCTOBER TERM, 1515. 
Stephen Decatur, vs. Thomas I Chew. 
This was an action for money had and received.— 
In the trial of this cause, so interesting to our gal- 





He } 


with unlimited orders, and had attached to lis squad- 
ron the frigate Cheswseake, captam Evans, com- 
mander, and the brig Argus, captain SINCRAIR, Com 
mander, by virtue of ‘instructions from the navy de- 
Captain Evaws, with some latitude of 
discretion, sailed upona cruise, in the Chesapeake, 
under the immediate and limited orders of commo- 
dore Decatun, and during his cruise, ¢ciptured a 
British merchant ship, called the Volunieer, and sent 
her, with a prize-master, into the district of New- 
Hampshire, where she was libeli¢d, and condemned 
by the dictrict court for that district ; and one moie- 
ty of the proceeds ordered by the court to be paid 
into the treasury of the United States ; and the 
other to be paid into court, for the use of the cap- 
tors.—The officers and crewof the Chesapeake, «p> 
pointed the defendant prize-agent, who received ‘he 
moiety of the proceeds condemned to the usé of the 
captors, When captain Evans returned to Boston; 
jhe reported his cruise to commodore Decatur; but 
before the Chesapeake sailed on her cruise, commios 
‘dore Decatur had returned to New-London with 
‘his Britannic muajesty’s frigate Macedonian, as a 
prize, and owing to the superior force of the enemy 
lving off New-London, has not yet been able to pro- 
iceed to sea. 

Commodore Dscatur claims oné twentieth of oné 
moiety of the proceeds of the Volunteer. Captain 
‘Evays, as a matter of right, refused to permit the 
\defendant, who is a mere stake-holder, to puy itovet 
on two grounds. The first was, that the Chesapeake 
was acting “ zadependently” when she made the cap- 
ture, in which case, by the prize-law of the Uniied 
'States, captain Evans would have been entitled to 
'three-twentieths of the prize-money, and the com- 
modore to nothing. The second ground was, that 
commodore Decatur had “ left his station” prior to 
the capture of the Volunteer, in which case, by the 
prize law, the commodore was not entitled to any 
‘portion of the Chesupeake’s prize money. 

The cause was argued early in the term by Set- 
rripcGe for the plaintiff, and by Brakes, district a'tor- 
ney, for the defendant. The court convened yester- 
day by adjournment, when his honor, judge Strery, 
|pronounced a learned opinion, in which the district 
Judge concurred, and gave judgment to the plain- 
tiff, 














Finances of South-Carolina. 


COMPTROLLER-GENERAL’S REPORT. 
To the honorable John Geddes, speaker, and the other members of the 
honorable house of representatives. 

The comptrollév-general, in compliance with the resolution of 
| your honorable hous«, of the 24th instant, requiring him to report 
ja general view of the finances of the state during the last six years, 
specifying the annual amount of the reccipts and expenditur: s, 
and of the debts paid during that period. Also, the debts now dae. 
by and the funds of every description belonging to the state, and 
the probable expenditures and receipts of the ensuing year, under 
existing laws—Respectfully reports, That during the last six years, 
viz. from the last day of September, 1807, to the first day of Octo 
ber, 1813, there has been received at the two offices of the treasury, 
the sum of 1,878,160 dollars and 19 eents, and paid away duriig 
that period the sum of 1,924,826 dullars and 75 cents. 

That the balance in the two offices of the treasury, on 

the Ist October, 1807, was Dols. 151,469 69 
Which added to the aggregate receipts, for the last six 

years, makes the sum of 
From which alter deducting the sum of 








2,029,628 88 
1,924,820 76 


Se 


There will remain the balance Dols. 104,863 12 


The sum in the two offices of the treasury, on the first 
October last. 


That for the year 1808, there was received 
Aad paid awey 


368,135 1 
972,564 30 











j . 
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For 1802, received 318,303 42 
And paid away 257,055 43 
——<< 

For 1810, received 302,194 62 
” And paid away 244,004 61 

For 1811, received 205,955 70 
And paid away 34 1,906 27 

For 1812, receiv 279,090 64 
"And paid away 376,044 32 

For 1813, received aera 80 


And paid aw . 

Exhibit (A) Sarr ing this report is a statement af the debts 
and credits for that period, mn bh 

It is within the knowledge of your honorable house, that ; 
revenue ef the state, for the last six years, has qrisen from genera 
taxes, vendue duties, dividends of banks. : ‘ 

Interest and principal received on paper medium bonds. Inter- 
est and principal on the stock of the L 
state, Witha few other inconsiderable and contingent matt rs, such 
as licenses fur hawkers and pediars, theatres, fines and forfeitures, 

&c. That this revenue was considerab)y impaired in the year 1809, 
by a grant of all vendue duties to the city council of Charleston, 1 
a sum equal at least to 18,000 dollars per annum—and was lessened 
im a much greater degree by the reduction of taxes, which took 
place . the year 1808. , eae 

t theave income from every soure ’ 

* for the dest hx ears, does not beste . _ Dols. 313,026 70 
And the average disbursements, for the same period, = 220,503 49 
In ceply to that part of the resolution of your hono- 

rable house, which demands an account of the debts 
now due by, and the funds of every description be- 
Jonging to the state, the comptrollur-general respect 
fully refers to the estimate of public debt, accom- 
nying hisgeneral report, No. =, in which he 
s afforded all the information asked for. ; 
Under the existing laws the reccipts (ivcluding prin- 
cipal and interest, from the United States) wall pro- 
bably amount to f 
And the disbursements (supposing that there will be 
only 80,6-5 dollars and 50 cents of past appropria- 
tions unpaid called for) and that no part of the claim 
of the legionaries of Luxembourg, authorised by the 
act of 1807, to be paid when satisiactorily proved, 
should be called for 227,000 — 
Within the Jast six years there has been paid off, of the public 
debt, the sum of three hundred and eighty-eight thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-cight dollars, as will appear by exiubit, (B.) 
The comptroller-geueral begs leave to observe, that by the act of 
the legislature of 1744, the stock of the United States is pledged for 
the payment of the quarterly interest on, and final redemption of, 
the domestic debt, and that the whole of the stock of the United 

States, by the annual payinent thercun, will be finally paid off in 
the year 1824. ‘The estimate of probable receipts for the ensuing 
year, includes the interest and principal, which will be paid on 
that stuck by the United States, and the estimate of disburse- 
meuts, embraces no redemption of the state debt. 

Respecttully submitted by 
THOMAS LEE, Com/troller-General. 


(A) Receipts and payments at the two offices of the treasury, 
between the last day of Sept. 1807, and the 1st Oct. 1813. 


260,000 


Received, 1808, 368135 
09 18,303 42 

1810, 302,194 62 

1811, 295,935 70 

1812, 279,090 64 

1813, 314,500 80 





1,878,169 19 


Balance in the two offices of the amprerss * 151.468 69 
b 


1st October, 1807, 





2,020,628 88 


Paid, 1808, 372,564 10 
1809, 257,055 43 
1810, 244,004 61 
1811, 341,906 27 
1812, 376,044 32 
1818, 333,246 3 





1,924,820 76 


Balance in the two offices of the ena 104,808 12 
, 


Ist October, 1813, 





2,029,628 88 
(B) Public Debt Paid. 


1808. Funded debt redeemed, Dols. 92,444 19 





Legionaries of Luxemburg, 2,193 44 

1809. Registered debt, 4,635 6 
Legionaries of Luxemburg, 811 50 

210. Registered debt, 489 3 
. Legionaries, and 2,659 37 
Trustees of Mrs. Buyck, 14,619 58 

1811. Legionaries, 2,743 48 
Funded debt redeemed, 126,548 27 
Registered debt, 200 87 

3812. Funded debt redeemed, 139,113 30 
3£13, Wunded debt redeemed, 2,500 00 
388,958 9 


Tuited States held by, this} 


(C) Items accompanying the disbursements for the ensuing year» 
not including any uew or extta sppropriations of the he 
PION. 


Salaries, say ARI 48,00 
Contingent fund, 6000 
Annuities, mers 
Legislature certifieates, say 16,0 
South-Carolina college, 10,000 
ransient poor, Charleston, 4280 

- Ditto ditto, Georgetown, 500 
Interest on doinestie debt, 20,600 : 
Contingent accounts, aay, ' 29,000 ; 


meme ee 


146,780 
Appropriations unpaid, which will probably be called for in ers 
: course of the next year, a eae 

Munitions of war, 46,845 
Gaol of Charleston, 2,610 50 
Militia called into actual service, 
J. ‘TF. Shubrick, | 
Magazing guard, Charleston Neck, 8,000 
Additiomal pay to the officers of the 5th brigade, 500 





Caruth aud ‘Thompson, 10,000 
Francis Bremar, 1,870. 
Balance of contingent accounts, former years, 
say ~ ey 
" 80,625 50, 


This like all other statements, has relation to 1st October last. 


Omission in Exhibit Ne. 10—Upper Division. 


“Union.”—Land tax and lot tax, 228 85 
Slave tax, 865 30 
Free negroes, 4 
Stock in trade, 6 65 
Tuterest tax, 16 74 
1,121, 84 








Lwoewts of He QSar. 


Eviroxiat remanKs.—The present appears the 
most dreary sheet we have had yet to publish. The 
career of calamity seemed, for the moment, to over- 
whelm the soberness of reason, and place the miné 
in a state that has been aptly compared to the condi« 
tion of “fishes frozen up in a pond.” We have to 
record 

1. The evacuation of fort George with the burn- 
ing of Newark. The former might be patiently 
borne ; for courage and good conduct may restore 
the possession ;—but to durn a town partakes so 
much of the character of the enemy, that we can- 
not cease to lament it for years, unless, indeed, gen. 
M‘Clure shall advance some strong military reasons. 
that may soften or excuse the act. It is a poor jus- 
tification for us that the enemy, without reason, 
has destroyed several defenceless towns. We would 
not imitate him in his barbarisms. We have al. 
ways held this testimony with one solitary exception; 
which was, that scalp-buying Malden should “be 
‘blotted from the map.” But it may be right to learn 
moreon the subject before we utterly condemn.— 
Let us hear what the officer has to say. Heowes it 
to himself, and his country, to offer his reasons for 
the procedure. The account we have of it is 
“lame,” and very unsatisfactory. 

2.The exhibition of the “blue lights” on the 
heights of Vezw-ZLondon, as detailed in commodore 
Decatur’s letter—evidencing the blackest treason on 
the one hand, and a culpable desire to conceal the 
fact on the other, in too many persons. 

3. The shipwreck of three very valuable vessels on 
the capes of Virginia, in a snow storm, during the 
night of the 20th ult. by which several persons were 
frozen to death. 

4. The dreadful fire at Portsmouth, N. H. on the 
22nd December—several hundred buildings being 
destroyed. 

5. The invasion by the British from Fort Georse— 
the storming of Fort Magaru—the murder of many 
people—the burning of Lewistown, Manchester, ‘'vs- 








carora—the desolation of the neighboring country—~ 
the loss of the public stores, of immense value, and 
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perty to a great amount—with a 
“fearful looking for” like incidents at Buffalo and 
Black Rock, where several U. S. vessels lie. But 
we will not despair of the republic. 
~ MISCELLANEOUS. 
Drrect Tax.—A proposition to advance the state’s 


of individual pro 





quota of the direct tax of the United States, was’ 


agreed to in the house ‘of representatives of South- 
Carolina, with only 2 or 3 dissentients. 

Reratiation.—The following resolution was pre- 
sented to the house of representatives of Pennsylva- 
nia, by Mr. M‘Coy, on the 13th ult. and being called 
up and considered some days after, was agreed to 
almost unanimously : 

“Considering that the honor and power of the na- 
tion are pledged for the protection of every citizen 
in the enjoyment of his natural and political rights— 
That the integrity and existence of all governments 
are inseparably connected and that a violation of the 
one must ever tend to a dissolution of the other. 
Aware that a prompt retaliation of injury is the only 
alternative by which the national character can be 
sustained in conjunctures when the vindictive pas 
sions of our enemies impel them to a sacrifice of the 
usages of war and the rights of humanity. And con- 
sidering that some of the gallant defenders of our 
country, who have been captured in honorable com- 
bat with the enemy, have been seized as traitors and 
thrown into prison, perhaps to languish out a painful 
existence of privation and disease, or to receive 
judgment and sentence from a tribunal where Power 
shall take the place of Justice, and Vengeance 
usurp the seat of Reason. We the senate and house 
of Representatives of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, do adopt the following resolution. 

Resolved, That we view with high approbation 
the decisive spirit and firmness which the nation:1 
authority have manifested in securing hostages for 
the safety of those defenders of the republic who 
are threatened with the penalties of treason against 
Great Britain. And while we are deeply anxious 
that a sanguinaay result may be averted and that the 
calamities of the war may be unembittered by wan- 
ton bloodshed or cruelty, we are nevertheless, pre- 
pared under all circumstances, to support cur go- 
vernment in every measure of just retaliation to 
which it may be driven by the violence of the ene- 
my.” 

Tut Meprtation.—The Philadelphia papers say 
that letters have been received from captain Lloyd 
Jones, of the U. S. ship Neptune, dated at St. Pe- 
tersburg, September 15, which states that he intend- 
ed to sail thence for Gottendurg in a few days ; there 
to wait further orders from the American commis- 
siogers, in Russia. He did not think they had ac- 
complished any thing. 

It was reported at Gotienburg about the 23d of 
October, that lord Walpole had visited the emperor 
Alexander, and afterwards proceeded to St. Peters- 
burg, to confer with the American envoys, who had 
remained in that city. 

Suamerut.—A copy of the embargo bill was re- 
ceived at Boston (a distance of 500 miles) before the 
injunction of secrecy was removed at Washington. 
The public safety demands that the person who com- 
municated it should be discovered, and expelled.— 
He has violated his honor and his oath, and dare not 
be trusted ; particularly in times like the present. 

Pexsacota.—A writer in a Tennessee paper savs, 
Pensacola ‘fis the hot-bed of corruption, the Halifax 
(for the British fleet) and the Malden (for the sa- 
vages) of the southern part of our country.” 

Miuitanry suerites.—The commissary-general of 
the United States at Philadelphia, advertises that 
ise will receive proposals for supplics of muskets 





(and their appurtenances) rifles, sabres, swords, 
blue cloth, kersey, blankets, cotton drilling, stock-. 


ings, flannels, muslin, s!.oes and boots, helmets and, 


cap plates—‘‘all which must be American manu fac- 
ture. , 

BaTTLe or THE Beaver Dams,—Colonel Barstler 
requests the public to suspend their opinion as to his 
conduct on the above occasion. As he intends to 
demand a legal investigation as soon as he shall be 
exchanged, and shall be enabled to have the evidence 
of the officers under his command on the day of 
battle ; it would be both indelicate and improper to 
say any thing further on the subject at present. Co- 
lone) B. begs that all such editors of newspspers in 
the United States, as have published any thing rela- 
tive tothe battle of the Bexver Dams, will give the 
above an insertion. Washington City, Dec. 22. 

Colonel M‘Comb (says the Columbian) had been 
sent to Montreal for the purpose, as is understood, 

f confering with the British commander-in-chief, 
on the subject of the officers placed in close sonfine- 
ment as subjects of retaliation. 

Baitisu cGoops.—“ At the auction of English hard- 
ware goods in this town (says x Portsmouth, N. H. 
paper) on Wednesday last, a cask containing AWL 
3LADES and TACKS was sold for 23 dollars 89 
cents the pound sterling—the value of the cask 
was about 5000 dollars-” 

Qursec, Dec. 7—On Thursday evening were 
brought back to their old lodgings in the goal, the 
three American hostages, who, on the previous Sa- 
turday evening, made their escape from thence, viz. 
major C. Vandeventer, cupisin Isaac Roach, and 
lientenant Sidney Smith. They were taken at the 
extreme part of Nouvelle-Bcauce by a detachment 
of militia from that purt of the country, commanded. 
by captain Verreau, having under him lieutenant 
Rene. 

MILITARY. 

Fort GeorGre aND Niewank.—From the National 
Intelligencer of Dec, 29—"Accounts from Niigara 
have been received at the war office, stating that 
the enemy having appro.ched fort George, brigadier 
general M‘Clure had, on the tenth inst. removed the 
public stores, destroyed the fort, snd retired ta the 
south side of the Niagara river. [It is also stated, 
that the village of Newark, adjoining fort George, 
had been burned. The general’s motives for taking 
these steps, were to prevent the enemy from re-es- 
tablishing themselves on the Niagara, and thus to 
give better protection to our own frontier and to the 
shipping on lake Erie, which he suspects to be the 
enemy’s object, and which he states to be wintering 
at Buffalo. | 

The militia brigade farming the late garrison hid 
refused to stay a day beyond their period of service, 
though the general had been authorized to offer them 
a bounty, and did actually offer it, for the service o} 
an additional month. <A previous cali made in No- 
vember for one thousand men had failed ; a new one, 
directed by the governor, had not been executed ; 
and the attempts made to embody volunteers, had 
not succeeded. The policy of burning Newark un- 
der the existing circumstances of the case, (taking 
for granted that it was done by design) is not per- 
haps to be defended. General M‘Clure was not au- 
thorised to burn this village, unless it became ne- 
cessary to do it in defending fort George. But, this 
fort destroyed and abandoned, the authority did not 
exist. Further explanations are, however, wanting 
before a correct opinion can be had.” 

‘all of Fort Niagura, &c.—On Wednesday last, 
we received intelligence by way of Albany which 
stated—that a considerable force of British ane 
Indjans crossed the Nisgara river on the 19th of Le 
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aember, carried fort Miagara by storm, and put the 
whele garrison to death, except three who made 
their escape; that they had burnt Lewiston, Man- 
chester, Tuscarora, and every building in their vici- 
nity and also murdered many of the inhabitants. 
That they were proceeding to Buffulo, which with 
Blaek Rock, and the U. 8, vessels lying there, would 
probably share the same fate. We have waited with 
exceeding anxiety to be further informed of these 
matters, but have received nothing positive. The 
above are reports ; but we believe they are substan- 
tially true. It appears certain that the enemy did 
cross the river, and that the utmost consternation 
prevailed in the adjacent country. We have no rea- 
son (o hope that they did not do as they pleased, for 
there was no force to resist them. The garrison at 

Niagara, it is supposed, did not consist of more 
than 300 men, the chief of whom were invalids. The 
Citizens, adjacent to these calamitous events, were 
rallying themselves for defence. We fear their ef- 
forts will be unavailing to meet them promptly, 
by reason that the arms and ammunition may have 
chiefly fallen into the enemy’s hands. This is, in- 
deed, a terrible business. The loss, public and pri- 
vate, is incalculable; and where it will end, we 
presume not to calculate. 

_ $& See Post-script. 

Cot. Bauctay.—Whole hosts of testimony are ad- 
duced in the papers to shew that col. Barclay’s state- 
ments, inserted in the last number page 282, is a 
pure “British official”—about as true as that—a Bri- 
tish force of 300 men defeated an American army of 
8000 ; and then eat the whole of them, with their 
cannon, waggons and travelling forges! | 

“Barrisu orricray.”—Sir George Prevost’s strange 
statement (see page 285) is thus contradicted in a 
late National Intelligencer :-—We are authorized by 
capt. Todd of the 28th regiment, who was in gen- 
Harrison’s staff at the time of the action on the 
Thames, to state that the second British bulletin 
relating to that uction published in eur last, is false 
in the following particulars: gen. Harrison’s army 
took none of the British baggage on the 4th of the 
month, nor any until the day of ac'ion. The army 
was not harrassed on its return, by the Indians; nor 
was an hostile Indian seen after the action, although 
the troops remained two days upon the ground, It 
is admitted that the warriors under the eye of Te- 
cumseh fought bravely ; but the others fled as soon 
as they discovered that they were turned by the 
mourted regiment. The former order, published 
under the sanction of the British government, con. 
tained a misrepresentation or falsehood in almost 
évery line. Capt. Todd avers, that the number of 
troops brought by gen. Harrison into action was in- 
ferior to what the general’s official account makes 
them. The error arose from the rapidity of the 
pursuit, (having marched 80 miles in three days and 
a half) and the impossibility of ascertaining the 
numbers that were left from fatigue and sickness at 
the farm-houses upon the road. From the documents 
taken from the enemy, it would appear that their 
force was at least equal to ours.” 

Washington City, Dec. 28.—The Secretary of War 
reached this city on Friday. 

Oa Thursday major-general Harrison departed 
hence for the north western frontier. 

_ Many officers'have recently arrived in this city 
from the northern army; among whom we have 
heard of major-general Hampton, brig. gen. Parker, 
col. Swift, col. Coles, col. Scott, and col. Pickens. 

NAVAL. 

Lake Ontario —A Now-York paper states that 150 
ship carpenters had proceeded from that city for, 
Sackett’s Harbor. 





Expedition.~It is stated that one of the 74’s now. 
dirijoniny may be expected ready for sea by the 1st 
of June. | : 

The Policy, a prize to the Essex, and two 'Ames 
rican ships from the South sea, with the privateer 
Rolla of Baltimore, have been captured by the ene- 
my, to the eastward. But we hare the pleasure to 
remark that several valuable vessels have lately got 
safe into port. The Loire frigate was supposed to be 
a South sea ship from the circumstance of her hav- 
ing the whale boats of the Policy hanging on her 
quarters, and the mistake was not discovered until 
she fired upon the Rolla, whose flag, however, did 
not come down until the frigate had discharged 140 
shot and carried away one of the masts of the priva- 
teer. . 

CRUIZE OF THE CONGRESS. 

The following (says the JVational Intelligencer } 
are the material circumstances which occurred dur- 
ing the vigilant and active cruize of the United 
States’ ship Congress, captain Smith, which com- 
menced on the 30th April and terminated on the 
14th December. 

His course was in a circuitous direction to the 
south east, crossing the equator, passing the north- 
east coast of Brazil, and thence homeward; in 
which a vast number of neutral vessels were brought 
to and examined, four valuable vessels of the enemy 
captured, but none of his cruizers seen from the 3d 
of May to the end of the cruize. 4 
Extract of aletter from captain John Smith, to the se~ 

cretary of the navy, dated on board U. S. frigate 

Congress, Portsmouth harbor, Dec. 14th, 1813 

**[ have the honor to communicate to you, the ar- 
rival, at this anchorage, of the United States’ frigate 
Congress, under my command, whose daily situation 
during the cruize, I take the liberty of laying before 
you in the abstract from the ship’s Jog, which ac- 
companies this ; in which there is accounted for, all 
vessels which were seen by us, from the period of 
our separation from the President, until our arrival 
at this place, with the exception of one brig, which 
twice escaped under the favor of dark nights, and 
Wiiose great disance only enabled me to conjecture 
he: to be an American privateer. 

“The expiration of the term of service of the 
greater part of the crew of the Congress, Iam con- 
cerned to advise you of; they have, nevertheless, for 
some months, been serving under those circumstan- 
ces with the same zeal and activity I have always 
found them eminent for. Your sanction for their dis- 
charge, and order to replace their number, J shall be 
thankful for.” 

Extract from the log book of the United States frigate 
Congress, John Smith, esq. commander. 

May 3. Lat. 40, 18, long. 44, 19, in chase of the 
British brig Curlew; saw at the same time to lee- 
ward a line of battle ship and a frigate. Lost sight 
of the chase during the night. 

May 8. Lat. 37, 48, long. 57, 54, boarded the 
American ship Amiable Matilda, from New-York for 
Lisbon, in chase of which separated from the U. S. 
frigate President. 

May 20, lat. 28, 9, long. 41, 49, captured the Bri- 
tish brig Jean, of 10 guns and 17 men, lieutenant 
Moffit, master, belonging to Messrs. Cochrans’ of 
Paisley, North Britain, from Buenos Ayres, bound te 
Greenock, 57 days out, cargo 6,758 hides, 100 packa- 
ges of tallow and 140 pigs of copper, weight about 
14 tons—after taking out the copper destroyed her. 

May 22, lat. 23, 53, long 39, 59, captured the Bri. 
tish brig Diana, of 10 guns and 14 men, George 
Thompson, master and owner, from Bueros Ayres, 
bound to London, 39 days out, cargo 6,050 hides, 
239 bales of tallow and 7 bales of horse ham; threw 
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over boatd all the cargo, except sufficient to make 
hér safe to proceed to the West-Indies, and rendered 
her otherwise unfit for service. 
__ May 24, lat. 20, 45, long. 38,52, put all the prison- 
ers on hoard the Diana on parole, and furnished her 
for a passage to Barbadoes. ) 
_ October 25, lat. 19, 19, long. 40, 4, captured the 
British ship Rose, Philip Vibert, master, from Guern- 
sey, bound to Guadaloupe, laden with medoe wine 
and potatoes, tqok out 5700 gallons of wine, which 
we put in our water casks, and 35 hogsheads which 
We stowed in the hold, and 10 tons of potatoes, be- 
ing all we could stow on' board, and then destroyed 
her,—burthen 182 tons. : 
~ November, 9, lat. 25, 46, long’. 45, 46, boarded the 
Spanish brig. Amiable Maria, from Havana bound to 
Teneriffe ; put on boartl of her, on their parole, the 
meme mate and supercargo of the late British ship 

ose. 

BLOCKADE OF NEW LONDON. 

Com. Hardy, with the Ramillies, has taken the 
place of capt. Oliver and the Valiant. The latter 
has. gone to port for repairs. ) 

The British barges, off New-London, sometimes 


“meet with the rubbers. In an attack upon an armed 


smack, somie days. ago, they were beaten off, with 

the reported loss of 8 men killed. 

Mr. Penny, of Long Island, who, it will be recol- 
Kected, was taken out of his bed by order of commo- 
dore Hardy,.it is said, is to be immediately restored, 
By that officer. Of course the person who is held as 
a hostage for Mr. Penny will then be released. 

A certain Mr. Lenter, “formerly a British officer, 
Bunt more recently attached to the 23d U.S. regt.” 
was apprehended on the 18th Dec. in attempting to 
escape to the British ship Valiant. He was detained 
on board one of the vessels of our squadron, but it 
is thought nothing can be proved against him suffi- 
cient to punish him. . 

Extract of a letter to the editor of the Connecticut 
Herald, from an officer in the state corps, dated Kil- 
linesworth, Dec. 14. 

“Our engagements with the enemy have become 
so frequent, that it would be in vain to attempt to 
furnish a particular statement of each. That Kail- 
iingsworth is to be the seat of war in the Sound, can 
no longer be doubted. 

Yesterday, a sloop bound from N. York to Mystic 
River, having a valuable cargo on board, estimated 
at 5000 dollars, was chased on to the reef near the 
éast point of the harbor by the British iugger Intre- 
pid ; but before the boats of the enemy had suc- 
ceeded in getting possession of the vessel, we gave 
them a plain stutement of faets, which convinced 
them they had got the wrong side of the Atlantic. — 
They left the vessel for the original owners to re- 
possess at their pleasure. The vessel and cargo re- 
ceived no damage.” 

Lhe Glue lights —The active treason and shameless 


the New London Gazette, to alarm them and in the 
hope to prevent the repetition of these signals, stat- 
ed in that newspaper, that they had been observed, 
and ventured to denounce those who had made them 
in animated and indignant terms. The consequence 
is that he has incured the erprese censure of some of his 
neighbors.* Notwithstanding these signals have been 
‘REPEATED, and have been seen by twenty persons at 
least in this squadron, there are men in New London 
who have the hardihood to affect to disbelieve it, and 
the effrontery to avow their disbelief. : 

Iam, sir, with the highest consideration and re- 
spect, your very obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) STEPHEN DECATUR: 

Hon. Wm. Jones, Secretaru of the Navy. 


BLOCKADE OF THE CHESAPEAKE. 

Eight or ten vessels passed safely to sea in the 
snow storm on thé 20th ult. but the valuable schoo- 
Iners, Express and Reindeer, with the privateér 
Tartar (proceeding to an eastern port to fill up her 
crew) by the mismanagement of their pilots or the 
violence of the storm, went ashore.on cape Henry, 
after clearing the British fleet in Lynnhaven Bay. 
These disasters happened about 8 o’clock in the 
evening—the night was dreadftl—twelve persons 
perished with the cold and were lost from the ves- 
sels, for the sea broke over them in a terrible man- 





* We insert the following notice of the tfansaction 
as alluded to by commodore Decatur, that the world 
may see the offence of the editor of the Wew-Lon-. 
don Gazette, who is a decided “federalist :” 


From the New London Gazette. 
New-Lonpon, Dee. 15. 

‘¥t will astonish every American who has one spark 
left to kindle into a flame the love of his country, 
when we state as a fact for which we vouch—that on 
Sunday evening last when the report was current 
our squadron would put to sea before the next morn- 
ing—in the course of the night blue lights were 
raised on the heights, both at Groton and on this 
side of the entrance of our harbor; evidently de- 
signed as signals to the British fleet; this has ex- 
cited the highest indignation, and the most decisive 
measures have been taken to detect and bring to 
condign punishment the traitorous wretches who 
dare thus to give the enemy every advantage over 
those great and gallant men, who in the war with 
Tripoli, and in the present contest, have surrounded 
the American stars with a lustre which cannot be 
eclipsed.” 


To complete the history of the “blue lights,” we 
add the following, first published in the “Rhode 
Island American,” and copied with great avidity (as 
'below) into many gazettes. Thé infamous incident 
‘has been lustily denied by many ; for it is feared the 
‘honest part of the community may reflect on the 
circumstance, and in it discover that wicked “Bri- 














effrontery exhibited in the following letter from |tish influence” that prevails in the United States. It 
com. Decatur, calls forth feelings that we shall not|is a mere sample of the paragraphs that havé ap- 
attempt to commit to paper. 'peared in “refutation” of the charge 
Extract af aletier from com. Stephen Pecatur to the, “In our paper of Friday last we republished from 
Secretary of the Navy, dated _ the N.London Gazette, an account respecting the ex- 
New-London, Dec. 20, 1813. {hibition of blue lights, on the heights near that 
Some few nights since, the weather promised an |place, designed.as signals to the enemy’s fleet. We 
¢pportunity for this squadron to get to sea, and it|were unwilling to believe that any of our citizens 
Was said on shore that we intended to make the at-jcould be guilty of so gross an outrage on the laws of 
tempt. In the course of the evening two blue lights|their country; and are happy now to have it our 
were Curnt on both the points at the harbor’s mouth as power to state on the authority of a respectable 
signals to the enemy, and there is not a doubt, but that |paper published at Norwich, that the statement was 
they have, by signals and otherwise, instantuneous in-|TOTALLY INCORRECT. It’appeéats that on the 
formation of our movements. Great but unsuccessful |night of Sunday the 12th inst. blue lights from the 
exertions have been made to detect those who com- |enemy’s ships were discernible from our guard-boats ; 
Muicate wii the cnemy by signal. The editor of dé none were seen proceeding from the land” 
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ner. At the dawn. of the day they received every pos, 


sible assistance from a detachment of militia sta- 
tioned on the shore. The British, at the same time, 
opened a cannonade upon them, by which a militia 
man was killed and one seaman wounded. The great- 
er part of the cargoes, of the vessels, and their equip- 
ments, was landed, amidst a rete fire from the 
enemy, who finally succeeded in burning two of 
them, as it isesupposed with the loss of several 
men, for they were gallantly resisted. The other is 

a wreck. ; 

Copry of a letter from captain Tarbell, commanding the 
gun-boat flotilla ont hada station, to the se- 
Crenery Sf Ae Ree eax Yard, Gosport, Dee. 14, 1813. 
Sin—Last Tuesday evening F got under way with 

Rhine gun-boats and two tenders, taking in tow the 

Oentipede and lannch. We proceeded up the bay as 

fir as East river; at the entrance of which, it was 

reported, lay at anchor two gun-brigs, a schooner, 
cutter and tenders. Previous to our arrival they had 
moved upto Piankatank. The fog clearing, unfor- 
iunately our force was discovered by a frigate, who 
proceeded up, and exchanged signals with the brigs; 
after which, all came to anchor off Newpoint Light- 
house. On Sunday, sunset, we weighed, with a fair 
wind, and stood down the bay : at 1 a. m. between 

Back river and Oldpoint Light, sailing-master Joseph 

Middleton in the Dispatch, on the look out ahead was 

attacked by 8 barges ; he beat them off ; before we 

could get up the barges rowed in under the land 
where we lost sight of them ; several shot-holes 
through the Dispatch’s.sails. We arrived off Crany 
island on Monday morning—all well. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
JOS. TARBELL. 
The hon. William Jones. 








eC = 
American Prizes. 
WEEKLY LIST—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 269. 
“The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain, 
“And nota sail, but. by Permission. spreads !” 
British Naval Regester. 
730: Brig Jean, from Buenos Ayres for Grenock, 


10 guns, 17 men, laden with 6758 hides, 100 pack- 
aces of t.llow, and 14 tons of copper, captured by 
the Congress frigate, copper tuken out and vessel 
destroyed. 

731. Brig Diana, from the same for London, 10 
guns, 14 men, laden with 6050 hides, 239 bales of 
tallow, &c. captured by the same ; vessel and cargo 
destroyed as safety would permit, and then convert- 
ed into a cartel to release the prisoners. 

732. Ship Rose, from Guernsey for Guadaloupe, 
captured by the same, laden with Medoc wine 
se out 5700 gallons and 35 hlids. and destroyed 

er. 

(CpWe hope to hear something further of the 
prizes made by the Congress. 

733. Brig , laden with rum, sent into Wil- 
yng ton, N. C. by the letter of marque schooner 
tliza. 

734. Brig Agnes, in ballast, captured by the 
Saucy Jack, in her late cruize, and burnt. 

735. Sloop John, with dry goods and provisions, 
taken by ditto; divested of her cargo and given up. 

The Saucy Jack took several.small British vessels, 
which. the. commander gave up “without ransom.” 
Capt. Chazel despised: the example of. admiral Cock 
burn, and.could not, follow it, in destroying the lit- 
tie craft he fell in with; ‘Fhe privateer arrived at 
Charleston-16 or 12. . 

736, Brig Abel, from the West Indies, laden with 
tum and sugar, sent into North Carolina, by the 
Caroline of Baltimore. 





“PHE CHRONICLE, 

_ Portsmouth, N. H. became a heap of ruins, by 
fire, in the night of 22d ult. The fire commenced 
in « barn (supposed to have been communicated by 
an incendiary,) and aided by a strong wind, spread 
destruction with unexampled rapidity. It b at 
half past 7 o’clock in the évening, and by 3 in the 
morning, from three to four hundred houses were 
consumed! No lives were lost. The value of the 
property destroyed is incalculable. Whole ranges 
of stores, with their rich contents, fell a prey to the 
flames. How great must be the distress! Let subs 
scriptions be opened in all places, and the people 
give a little of what they can spare to relieve the 
pressure of this dreadful calamity. Many robberies 
were committed. 

In 1802, Dec. 24, 118 buildings were destroyed 
by fire at Portsmouth ; and on Dec. 24, 1806, 24 
houses were burnt. 

The brig New Hazard has arrived at Boston from 
Canton, with a full cargo of teas, nankeens and. 


ching ware. She will produce to her owners many 
hundred thousand dollars. 





ee eee 


POSTCRIPT. 
From the ( Baltimore_) Coffee House Books, Dec. 31., 
FOREIGN NEWS. 

The British schooner Bramble, bearing a flag, are 
rived at Annapolis at 12 o’clock yesterday, in 42% 
days from Plymouth, Eng. which she left about the 
20th of November, with dispatches for governmente 
The Bramble was brought to on Sunday in Lynha- 
ven bay by the Dragon, 74 ; and captain Wallace of: 
the schr. Caroline of Philadelphia, was put on board 
as pilot, together with Mr. Sandels, a passenger in 
the Caroline, and Messrs. Rich of the Atalanta and 





Brethoff of the George of this port. Captain Wal-. 


| lace, to whom the public is indebted for this infor- 
jmation, came up to this city last night ; he was cap- 
tured on his passage from Charleston to Philadel- 
phia, off cape Henry, about 34 days since, and was 
detained on board the Dragon until Monday last. 

Captain Wallace, who came up in the flag to An- 
napolis, copied the following summary from the 
Piymouth Telegraph, of Nov. 6, 1813, which he 
politely handed to us. 

“Two letters from sir C. Stewart to the English 
government, dated 16th and 18th of October, the 
latter from Leipsic, contain details of two great 
battles fought on the 16th and 18th of Oct. in the 
former of which the French, under Ney, Marmont 
and Bertrand, were defeated with the loss of 12,006 
men. The loss of the allics is stated at from 6 to 
7,000. On the 18th a severe battle was fought near 
Leipsic, where the French were attacked through- 
out their whole line by the combined allied armies, 
and totally defeated, with the loss of upwards of 
40,000 men in killed, wounded and prisoners, 63 
pieces of cannon, besides the desertion of 17 batta- 
lions of German infantry, with all their staff and ge. 
nerals, who went over to the allies en masse. During 
the action the French lost generals Regnier, Vallery, 
Brune, Bertrand and Lauriston. On the 19th the 
town of Leipsic was taken by assault, with all its 
artillery, magazines, stores, with the king of Saxo- 
ny and all his cowrt, the garrison and rear-guard of 
the French army; upwards. of 30,000 wounded. 
Bonaparte had only escaped from Leipsic at nine 
o’clock in the morning ; the allies entered at eleven. 

On the field of battle on the 19th, an officer ar- 
rived from general Totienburn with information that 
Bremen had surrendered to the corps under his 
orders, the keys of which he brought, and they were 
presented by the prince reval to the emperor of 
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Russia. Bavaria has declared war against France. 
This fact is announced in the prince regent’s speech 
to parliament on the 4th November. 

Two French frigates had been sent into Ply- 
mouth about the Ist of November. Their names 
were the Weser and La Trave of 44 guns each. 

In conversation with the bearer of the despatches 
‘in the Bramble, captain Wallace drew from him that 
they were.of a pacific nature; but he said that 
nothing had been heard from St. Petersburg. 

The Dragon 74 and a hrig were the only vessels in 
Lynnhaven Bay on the 27th. Two frigates, with se- 
veral tenders, left it the day before, supposed to have 
come up the bay. 

London papers to the 14th Nov. were brought by 
the Bramble, but they were mostly taken on board 
the Dragon. 





Extract of u letter from governor Tompkins to the 
secretary af war. | 
Albany, December 24, 1813. 
“Upon my arrival in this place to-day, I was met 
by an express bringing despatches, of which I send 
you a copy. 





“The express further informs, that on his arrival | 
at Batavia he learned from major Allen (the con-! 
tractor’s agent at Niagara) and from lieutenant Loo-, 
mis, who, with two or three others had made their 
escape, that fort Niagara had been taken by the 
British. The garrison was surprized. Capt. Leonard 
(isc regiment of artillery) had the command ; but it 
is rumored that he was not in the fort at the time, 
but with his family some miles off. What became of 
the rest of the garrison, those who escaped do not 
know. 

“In consequence of this information, major-general 
Hall has been ordered to repair to that frontier with 
as many of his division as may be necessary to expel 
or destroy the invaders. The British have with them 
a number of indians, and continue to sanction their} 
massacres.” | 
Extract of a letier {from brigadier-general Timothy | 

Hopkins, of the New-York militia, to Daniel D. 

Tomkins, commander-in-chéef, ec. 

Head-Quarters, Buffalo, Dee- 20th, 1213. 

Str—I would respecttully vapresent to your ex- 
cellency, that on the morning of yesterday, the ene- 
my crossed over a little below Lewistown—they have 
burnt Lewistown, and every house from that place 
to within two and a half miles of Schlosser, and the 
Tuscarora village is also burnt. 

The last express stated, that the enemy were for- 
tify ing on the mountain below Schlesser. The force 
of the enemy is differently represented—it is stated 
to be from four to eight hundred regulars, and six 
hundred indians—it is further stated that the enemy 
are still crossing. The force the enemy can bring is 
not precisely Known, it is probably from 1500 to 3000, 
including regulars, militia and Indians. Our force is 
about 200 regulars at fort Niagara, & about 156 near 
this place. I have ordered out my brigade to repel 
the invasion. Iam in hopes of success with the as- 
sistance of the militia of Gennessee. 

Tam respectfully, &c. 

TIMOTHY HOPKINS, Brig. Gen. 














The committee of foreign relations in the house 
of repres »\.tatives, have at length reported two bills, 
in consonance to the message of the president re- 
commending such measures; the one for prohibit- 
ing the delivery of cargoes of libelled vessels on 
bonds, pending their trial, to those who claim a right 
to them; and the other, a bill to prohibit the prac- 





tice of ransoming vesse}s from the enemy. These 
bills are made the order of the day for Monday next. 


Duties on Importation & Tonnage, 
TO THE SENATE OF TNE UNITED STATES. 
I transmit to the senate a report of the acting se- 


fcretary of the treasury, complying with their reso- 


lution of the 13th instant. 
JAMES MADISON.. 
December 2th, 18153. | a 
Treastry Departmen’, Dec. 16th, 1815. 
Sin—In compliance with the resolution of the 
senate of. the 15th inst. I have the honor to state : 
That the amount cf duties accruing ¢ 
on goods, wares and mercharidize im- 
ported into the United States, from the 
ist day of July, 1812, to the 31st day 
ot December, of the same year, for ~ 
which period the accounts of the col- 5 
lectors of the customs are settled, was $9,869,199 31 
And the amount of tonnage, inclu- 
ding light money, accruing during the 
same period, was 


92,297 70 





$9,961,497 01 
The accotints of the collectors from the Ist day of 
January, 1813, to the 30th day of September, of the 


same year, have been but partially settled ; and some 


for the quarter ending SUth of September have not 
yet been received at the treasury. For this period, 
therefore, an estimate only can be given, taken from 
the accounts of the collectors, as rendered to the 
treasury, and in some cases from their less formal 
returns. This estimate is as follows : 
Duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, as 
imported : 
For the Ist quarter of the year 
1813, $2,280,000 00 
2d do. 2,356,000 00 
3d do. 1,380,000 00 





$6,016,000 00 





Tonnage duties, including light money : 
For the 1st quarter of the year 1813, 89,000 00 





24 do. 84,000 00 
3d. do. 67,000 00 
$240,000 00 


The sums above stated, for duties on merchan- 
dise imported, are without the deduction for draw- 
backs paid on merchandize re-exported. These 
drawbacks paid from the Ist of July. to the 31st 
of December, 1812, amounted, by the accounts as 
settled, to $639,555 44. 

And they are estimated to have amounted during 
the three first quarters of the year, 1813, to the 
following sums, viz. 

During the 1st quarter of the year 





1813, to $536,000 00 
294 do. 229,000 00 

“Sd do. 148,000 00 

$913,000 00 


I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
sir, your most obedient servant, 
W. JONES, 


Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
To the President of the Unitéd States. 








It is positively stated that lord Wellington, ha® 
crossed the Pyrenees, and established his head quar- 
ter at St. Jean de Luz, a town near the frontier, and 
has therefore, actually invaded France. 
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@Several interesting articles in type e* 
cluded. 


